Take I From Me... 
PHILCO 


Flote in Steel-Glass 


BATTERIES 


Serve You Berfer/ 


Yes sir, Philco Batteries save money for you 
on operating costs ... lower your mainte- 
nance ... and give you long-life, trouble-free 
service! For Philco Batteries mean NO LOW 
CELLS! You need them with today’s heavier 
telephone loads. Only Philco gives you Floté 
in Steel-Glass Batteries . . . backed by a half- 
century of research, development and experi- 


bi ba | L( @) ence. Investigate them now! 


The new Philco plant, with over 3 times 


Storage Battery Division the former production facilities. 


Trenton, New Jersey 
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Method of DEAD- 
ENDING Is Unsurpassed 


You'll find, as have utilities in all sections 
of the country, that the best and most 
satisfactory method of dead-ending com- 
munication lines is with Nicopress Offset 
Dead-Ends. 

They are unsurpassed for making line wire 
terminations, installing drop-wire tap-offs, and making test-points in the lines. 

They are easy to install, stronger than the rated breaking strength of the conductor, provide 


for a tail of any desired length, and have what as, 



































it takes to stand up under vibration. 
If you want security, strength and 
economy in your method of dead- 
ending you will order Nicopress 
Offset Dead-Ends from your job- 
ber today. 


Illustrations above show a Nicopress 
Offset Dead-End Sleeve and Com. 
pleted Dead-End. 
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STEPS IN FEDERAL CONTROL OF 
elophones in World War 1 


By LOUIS PITCHER 


Executive Vice President 


U. S. Independent Telephone Association 


ELIEVING that it would be of 
be interest to telephone people to 

examine the record of the con- 
trol of communications by _ the 
United States government during 
World War I, I am submitting the 
following chronological narrative to 
refresh the memory of the older 
telephone people to whom it was an 
experience and to inform those of 
the younger set to whom it likely 
will be original information. 

At the time this narrative was 
prepared, the House of Representa- 
tives had passed a bill, amending 
Section 606(c) of the Federal Com- 
munications Act (which at the time 
ot passage of the original act in 1934 
provided that any radio. station 
could be taken over) to include tak- 
ing over wire communications sys- 
tems upon proclamation by the 
President that there exists war, 
threat of war, a state of public peril 
or other national emergency, or in 
order to preserve the neutrality of 
the United States. (TELEPHONY, De- 
cember 27, p. 13.) 


This bill which is now before the 
Senate provides for the suspension 
of the rules and regulations of the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, for the closing of any facility 
or station for radio or wire commu- 
nication and the removal therefrom 
of its apparatus, the use or control 
of any such facility or station by any 
department of the government, un- 
der such regulations as the govern- 
ment may prescribe and upon just 
compensation to the owners. 

The bill provides that the govern- 
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Brief chronological narrative of important happenings in 
1918 and 1919 when government took over all communi- 
cations industries. Events show similarity to condition 
existing today when Congress has before it legislation 
empowering government to take control of wire com- 


munications as well as radio. 


ment control period shall not be 
longer than six months after the 
termination of the war or threat 
thereof and Congress may, by reso- 
lution, terminate such powers at an 
earlier date. It provides that the 
President shall ascertain the just 
compensation for such use and con- 
trol of communications facilities and 
if this amount is unsatisfactory to 
the owner, he will be paid 75 per cent 
of the amount specified and can sue 
the United States to recover such 
further sum he believes he is entitled 
to. 

The World War I government con- 
trol resolution which became effec- 
tive July 16, 1918, was substantially 
the same as the present proposed 
amendment to the FCC act in that it 
provided that the President, during 
the continuance of the war was 
authorized to take over and assume 
control of any telephone, telegraph, 
marine cable or radio system, the 
term not to extend beyond the date 
of the President’s ratification of the 
treaties of peace. The compensation 
provision was the same as the pres- 
ent one. 


The arguments for and against 
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the present bill are almost identical 
with those of the previous measure, 
in that no good reason has been or 
was advanced as to why this author- 
ity to the government was necessary 
or should be granted. The pro- 
ponents in 1918 alleged that it was a 
measure of safeguard and that the 
government would probably take 
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over only telephone trunk lines and 
connecting systems leaving to their 
own management the thousands of 
Independent local and rura! tele- 
phone companies throughout the 
country. The government might 
seize the telephone systems in Chi- 
cago, New York and other large 
cities but it was said that would not 
be done for some time, if at all. 

Note in the following tabulation 
of events of World War I that the 
communications control resolution 
became effective July 16, 1918, that 
one week later on July 23, President 
Wilson issued an executive order 
providing for federal operation, and 
that Postmaster General Burleson 
assumed control July 31. 


On July 16, 1918, a resolution was 
signed by President Wilson, author- 
izing the assumption of control over 
wire systems of the country. 

President George W. Robinson and 
Vice President F. B. MacKinnon of 
the United States Independent Tele- 
phone Association and other prom- 
inent telephone men had kept in 
close touch with the developments in 
Washington. Mr. MacKinnon issued 
a letter on July 16, advising compa- 
nies to proceed as usual in the con- 
duct of their business. 

On July 23, 1918, President Wil- 
son signed an_ executive order 
authorizing the taking over of 
communication lines at midnight, 
July 3 

He appointed Postmaster General 
Burleson as administrator of the 
wire systems; John L. Koons, first 
assistant postmaster general, to be 
in charge of organization and admin- 
istration; David J. Lewis to be in 
charge of operation and William H. 
Lamar, solicitor of the Post Office 
Department, to have charge of fi- 
nance. The President did not exer- 
cise his authority to take over cable 
and radio systems. The President’s 
proclamation provided that Mr. 
Burleson might administer the lines 
through the owners, menagers, 
boards of directors or receivers of 
the companies. 

Regular dividends previously de- 
clared and interest on maturing ob- 
ligations were to continue until 
otherwise directed, and subject to 
approval, companies might arrange 
for renewal and extension of matur- 
ing obligations. 


It was stated that seizure of the 
wire systems was brought to a head 
by a strike threat of union teleg- 
raphers of the Western Union Tele- 
graph Co. 

Messrs. Robinson and MacKinnon 
of the national telephone association 


10 





A. F. ADAMS represented Independents on 
government Operating Board in charge of 
telephone service during World War | 


held a conference with Mr. Burleson 
on July 30. According to an asso- 
ciation bulletin, in taking possession 
of the wire systems, the President 
guaranteed just compensation for 
their supervision, control or opera- 
tion by the government. Also wire 
companies had to be able to state the 
value of their physical properties 
and business as of August 1, 1918, 
and the government was to return 
the properties with compensation for 
their use and for any injury they 
might suffer while in government 
hands. The properties were to be 
restored to their owners with the 
same value as when they passed into 
government hands. 

On August 1, 1918, the govern- 
ment directed that all wire compa- 
nies should continue to operate as in 
the course of ordinary business 
through regular channels; to pay 
dividends on stock and interest on 
bonds, debentures and other obliga- 
tions, authorizing payment of ma- 
turing obligations unless otherwise 
ordered; and that all officers and em- 
ployes were to continue in their same 
duties, reporting to the same officers 
as theretofore and on the same terms 
of employment. It requested the co- 
operation of officers, operators, em- 
ployes and the public so that service 
rendered could be maintained at a 
high standard and could be improved 
wherever possible. 

On August 7, 1918, it was stated 
that investigation by the government 
committee in charge showed that ne- 
gotiations were under way for the 
consolidation of a number of com- 
peting systems at the time the gov- 
ernment assumed control. It was 
directed that these negotiations as 


well as those for changes in rates 
should be continued. The govern- 
ment stated that where negotiations 
had not yet begun there was no ob- 
jection to the companies taking up 
such negotiations looking toward 
consolidations. 


A conference of representatives of 
Class A telephone companies was 
held in Washington. At this meet- 
ing it was decided to have a meeting 
of all Independent men in Chicago. 
At the Washington conference it was 
agreed that the elimination of dupli- 
cation of telephone plants would be 
one of the first things taken up in 
Chicago. All mergers would have to 
be passed upon by the Department 
of Justice, it was pointed out. 

On August 15, 1918, USITA Presi- 
dent Robinson and N. C, Kingsbury 
of the A. T. & T. Co. were designated 
to make the necessary investigations, 
to conduct negotiations and to arrive 
at agreements for the consolidation 
of telephone companies operating in 
the same communities within the 
United States. 


On August 15, 1918, Postmaster 
General Burleson ordered telephone 
companies to (1) confine extensions 
and betterments to imperative and 
unavoidable work to meet war re- 
quirements and the vital commercial 
need of the country; (2) provide 
plans for consolidating plants where 
such mergers were manifestly de- 
sired by the public; (2) cooperate 
in making extensions and _better- 
ments in order that unifications and 
the elimination of wastes could be 
brought about as expeditiously as 
possible in communities served by 
two telephone systems. The order 
was not intended to direct any ac- 
tion which, in the judgment of the 
owners of any property, would result 
in damage to their business. 

On August 28, 1918, Mr. Burleson 
initiated readiness-to-serve or instal- 
lation charges to be made on or after 
September 1 as follows: 

(1) Where the rate was $2.00 per 
month or less—$5.00. 

(2) Where the rate was more than 
$2.00 but not exceeding $4.00—$10.00. 


(3) Where the rate was more than 
$4.00—$15.00. 





A moving charge to include the 
actual cost of labor and material also 
was initiated. 

In August, 1918, Mr. Burleson 
sent a questionnaire to Class A, B 
and C telephone companies and tele- 
graph corporations calling for infor- 
mation as to revenues and expenses 
for the period from July 1, 1914, to 
June 30, 1918. The companies were 
asked what basis in their opinion, 
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should. be used in determining just 
compensation for the use of their 
facilities. Other information re- 
garding fixed capital, capital stock 
and funded debt as of July 1, 1918, 
was also requested. 

The predominate comment on gov- 
ernment control was that no objec- 
tion should be made if the govern- 
ment controlled and operated 
telephone and telegraph facilities 
only for the period of the war. How- 
ever it was predicted that the ques- 
tion of government ownership would 
be a political issue in the presidential 
campaign of 1920. 

According to the record at the 
end of 1917 the Bell System had 
7,031,530 stations. There were 3,- 
444,148 Independent stations con- 
nected with the Bell and about 
1,300,000 Independent stations not 
connecting with the Bell. 

In September, 1918, Henry Carter 
Adams and Dr. David Friday were 
appointed as statisticians in connec- 
tion with the operation and control 
of telephone and telegraph systems. 

Also at about this time the Asso- 
ciation of Utilities Commissioners 
declared the assumption of rate- 
making powers by the Postmaster 
General was a debatable question. 
Mr. Burleson and his associates ex- 
pressed a willingness to cooperate 
with the commissions and invited 
suggestions and advice. He stated 
that he had not yet formulated any 
policy, but he indicated that rates 
should be standardized and that he 
expected to exercise jurisdiction 
over toll rates. 

On September 5, 1918, it was or- 
dered that employes give the usual 
two weeks’ notice when they desired 
to terminate their service so that 
telephone and_ telegraph service 
would not be handicapped. 

On September 10, 1918, companies 
were authorized to file claims with 
local exemption boards for a de- 
ferred classification for employes 
whose duties were indispensable in 
rendering service. 

On September 10, 1918, David J. 
Lewis; H. B. Thayer, A. T. & T. vice 
president; C. Y. McVey, president, 
Ohio State Telephone Co.; Noah H. 
Simpson, Missouri Public Service 
Commission, and A. N. Holcombe, 
Harvard University, were designated 
to make necessary studies and rec- 
ommendations in connection with 
Standardizing telephone rate sched- 
ules throughout the United States. 

On September 13, 1918, Wm. S. 
Ryan, assistant superintendent of 
the Post Office Service; John B. Col- 
poys, special agent, Department of 
Labor; Union N. Bethel, A. T. & T. 
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GEO. W. ROBINSON was president of 
USITA when government took over com- 
munications systems during World War | 


vice president; F. B. MacKinnon, 
USITA vice president, and Miss 
Julia S. O’Connor, representing the 
organized telephone workers of the 
country, were appointed a committee 
to report what improvements, if any, 
should be made in working condi- 
tions of employes. 

The following instructions in con- 
nection with rates and charges were 
issued September 14, 1918: 

(1) Installation charges thereto- 
fore made effective were to be re- 
ferred to as “Service Connection 
Charges” and were to be based on 
the minimum net rate charged sub- 
scribers. 

(2) For a change of name where 
no lapse of service occurred the 
minimum charge of $3.00 applied. 

(3) Service connection charges 
were not to apply to extension bells, 
push buttons, buzzers, or miscellane- 
ous equipment of like character or 
to directory listings. 

(4) With exceptions above noted, 
service connection charges were to 
apply to each class of service and 
class of equipment furnished appli- 
cants for which the company had a 
regular established rate. 

(5) All subscribers who paid the 
service connection charge were to be 
relieved of any other cancellation 
charge, charges made in liquidations 
of damages on account of short 
terms and short term rates. 

(6) The moving charges were to 
apply only to changes in location of 
equipment on the premises, generally 
known as “inside moves.” The 
charge for moving a telephone set 
from one location to another on the 
same premises was to be $3.00 The 


charges for moving all other equip- 
ment were to be based on the cost of 
labor and materials. 

(7) All changes in location which 
had theretofore been described as 
“outside moves” were to be treated 
thereafter as new “service connec- 
tions.” 

(8) Service connection charges 
were not to apply to service stations 
or switching service and they were 
not to supersede special installation 
or mileage charges of any kind. 

The Alabama Public Service Com- 
mission on September 17, 1918, de- 
clined to approve the above charges 
for installation and removal of tele- 
phones. The Montana Public Service 
Commission filed a protest. The Ohio 
Public Service Commission objected. 

On October 2, 191%, the govern- 
ment stated information had reached 
it that representations were being 
made that it desired employes to 
join the Commercial Telegraphers’ 
Union, the International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers, or other 
unicns. The government said these 
repcerts had no foundations in fact 
whatever and that the Post Office De- 
partment would not distinguish be- 
tween union and non-union employes. 
Persons were to be employed solely 
because of their fitness and would 
not be employed, discharged, favored 
or discriminated against because 
they did not belong to any particular 
organization. 

It was reported on October 12, 
1918, that two contracts with tele- 
phone companies for rental of their 
properties during the period of fed- 
eral control had been signed by the 
Postmaster General; one with the 
Kansas City Home Telephone Co., 
the other with the A. T. & T. Co. It 
was stated that compensation con- 
tracts were being worked out with 
Class A companies. It was evi- 
dently the procedure of the admin- 
istration to deal with companies by 
classes ; Class B, C, and D companies 
to wait their turn. 

Essential parts of the contract 
with the Kansas City company were 
as follows: The government took all 
telephone properties, telephone sup- 
plies, cash and receivables. It cred- 
ited the company for payments made 
prior to August 1, for expenses ap- 
plicable after that date, such as 
taxes, insurance, directory expense, 
etc. The government agreed to keep 
the property up to the same level and 
to operate it as efficiently as in the 
past. The contract specified that the 

government should set up deprecia- 
tion and amortization charges at the 
same rates as set up in the past and 
also on any additions to the prop- 





erty that may be made during gov- 
ernmental control. There was, how- 
ever, a clause in the _ contract 
specifying that the adequacy of the 
depreciation charge so set up insofar 
as it might affect the value of the 
property was an open question. 

The Postmaster General could in- 
vest the amortization or depreciation 
reserve in additions to the property 
that were approved by the owner, or 
retain the money and return it to 
the company at the end of the con- 
tract period. The government agreed 
to maintain the company’s compensa- 
tion plan for employes until such 
time as it might inaugurate a plan 
of its own. The government was to 
pay taxes of every kind imposed on 
the company’s property, and the gov- 
ernment might make additions to the 
property without the company’s ap- 
proval, such additions to be ap- 
praised by the Interstate Commerce 
Commission and the company to pay 
the sum fixed by the commission in 
equal annual installments, over a 
period of 20 years. 

The compensation clause in the 
case of the Kansas City Home com- 
pany and the A. T. & T. allowed a 
sum sufficient to pay the ordinary 
dividends that had been paid in the 
past, not exceeding 8 per cent. Pay- 
ments of compensation were to be 
made monthly. The government 
saved the company harmless from 
expense growing out of federal con- 
trol and from judgments or decrees 
and against any claim of loss of 
property rights, franchises or con- 
necting contracts. 

At the end of the control period 
the government was to return the 
property and all additions (having 
efficiently operated and maintained 
them), all cash taken over and the 
equivalent value of material on hand, 
July 31, 1918. The corporation was 
to give the government credit for 
prepayments of taxes, insurance, etc. 

On the announcement of the Bell 
contract, A. T. & T. stock recorded a 
gain of 5% points to 10434. The 
A. T. & T. contract provided for an 
average of 5.72 per cent on the fixed 
capital for depreciation. 

In November it was reported that 
contracts with five other Class “A” 
companies had been executed by the 
Postmaster General. The companies 
were the Texas Telephone Co., Waco, 
Texas; Home Telephone & Telegraph 
Co., Fort Wayne, Ind.; United Tele- 
phone Co., Muskegon, Mich.; Ohio 
State Telephone Co., Columbus, Ohio, 
and The Kinloch Telephone System, 
St. Louis, Mo. It also was stated 
that the Kansas City Home Tele- 
phone Co. had made arrangements 
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to take over the Bell property in 
that city and operate the unified 
system. 

Increased rates effective Novem- 
ber 1, 1918, for the Citizens Tele- 
phone Co. of Kentucky and the Cin- 
cinnati & Suburban Telephone Co. 
had been approved, October 23, by 
the Postmaster General. The Cin- 
cinnati rates, to which those of the 
Kentucky company were permitted 
to conform, previously were ap- 
proved by the Ohio Public Utilities 
Commission. 

NOVEMBER 11, 1918, 
TICE WAS SIGNED. 


Postmaster General Burleson took 
over the marine cable system of the 
United States on November 18, 1918. 

Also on that date it was an- 
nounced that new service connection 
and other charges would become ef- 
fective December 1, as follows: 
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(1) For individual and party lines 
—$3.50. 

(2) Extension stations—$3.50. 

(3) Trunk lines to PBXs—$3.50. 

(4) Directory, circuit and switch- 
board expense—$1.50. 


(5) Moving charge—$3.00. 


On November 20, 1918, restrictions 
theretofore placed upon telephone 
companies limiting betterments and 
additions were revoked. 

Senator Lewis of Illinois on No- 
vember 21, 1918, introduced a reso- 
lution calling for an open and posi- 
tive declaration by the Senate that 
the policy of government ownership 
of public utilities should be adopted. 

On November 23, 1918, it was an- 
nounced that government operation 
of communications would continue 
for at least a year, it being pointed 
out that the control was to continue 





until the President formally pro- 
claimed the ratification of peace 
treaties. 


That the matter of permanent gov- 
ernment ownership was under con- 
sideration in Washington was 
evidenced by the statement that Con- 
gress was being asked to make the 
telephone and telegraph properties 
the permanent property of “Uncle 
Sam.” It was stated that the Post 
Office Department was preparing a 
report designed to show the im- 
provements which were made under 
government control and further im- 
provements that would be possible 
by its extension, along with the 
probability that a definite promise to 
reduce rates would be made. 

In November of 1918, it was an- 
nounced that a contract for compen- 
sation had been made between the 
Lincoln (Neb.) Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. and the government. It 


permitted the use by the company of 
offices in its buildings and of mate- 
rials and supplies on hand. It pro- 
vided that the company turn ove: its 
current assets and provide a work- 
ing capital of $50,000, however, in- 
terest was not to be paid on any of 
these items. The administration 
agreed to maintain and operate the 
physical plant and at the end o/ the 
contract to return it in as good con- 
dition as when it took possession. 
The government was to pay 6 per 
cent of the book value into the de- 
preciation reserve. It also was to 
provide for amortization of n- 
tangible property. 

The government agreed to con- 
tinue to pay such dividends to stock- 
holders as they had been receiving. 
Pension and benefit plans were to be 
continued. The government was to 
pay all taxes and rentals. The goyv- 
ernment could make additions and 
betterments subject to approval by 
the company. In case of refusal, the 
administration could make the addi- 
tions with the provision that, upon 
the return of the property, the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission should 
determine what amount the tele- 
phone company could afford to pay 
for the improvements. 

The government would provide 
funds for building additions and 
betterments agreed upon and for 
such advancements the company was 
to have the privilege of paying the 
amount in 20 equal annual payments 
with 5 per cent interest, or it might 
use the depreciation or amortization 
reserve or sell securities. In the lat- 
ter case the government would fur- 
nish one-fifth of the capital. 


The government agreed to hold the 
company harmless from judgments 
and lawsuits arising out of the acts 
of the government while in charge 
of the property. The property was 
to be returned to the owners on 
July 31, 1919. 


Hotels and similar institutions 
were prohibited from making a 
charge for telephone messages in ex- 
cess of regular standard rates in an 
order dated December 1, 1918. 

Telephone companies not having 
toll facilities were advised to make 
application therefor in writing to 
the Postmaster General. 

On December 9, 1918, A. F. Adams, 
now president of Theodore Gary & 
Co., then president of the Kansas 
City Home Telephone Co.; N. C. 
Kingsbury, vice president of A. T. 
& T., and W. H. Fashbaugh, vice 
president, Western Union Telegraph 
Co., were appointed as a committee 
to organize and to report a plan for 


(Please turn to page 26) 
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HE NEW OPM Communications 
Trane under Leighton H. 

Peebles was officially announced 
on New Year’s Day (see page 14). 
On the same day OPM announced 
that Philip Reed, chairman of the 
board of General Electric Co. will 
be the new administrator of OPM 
industrial branches — which would, 
by implication, include the Communi- 
cations Branch. This Reed appoint- 
ment implements a _ reorganization 
order of some days ago which re- 
quires the heads of OPM industrial 
branches to report directly to Messrs. 
Knudsen and Hillman instead of to 
the Division of Civilian Supply 
(Henderson and Weiner) as hereto- 
fore. Philip Reed thereby becomes 
an administrative assistant to 
Messrs. Knudsen and Hillman, the 
OPM directors. 

So far so good. The new Com- 
munications Branch has promising 
leadership under the able and ex- 
perienced Mr. Peebles. And the plac- 
ing of this branch under the super- 
vision of an experienced business- 
man such as General Electric’s Reed 
is greatly to be preferred by the 
telephone industry to the originally 
planned supervision of the somewhat 
erratic and occasionally anti-business 
attitude of Messrs. Henderson and 
Weiner. 

But unfortunately it does not fol- 
low that the new set-up will guaran- 
tee the telephone industry satisfac- 
tory relief by way of securing 
adequate priority for scarce ma- 
terials. In other words, the new 
Communications Branch may be 
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By FRANCIS X. WELCH 


Washington Correspondent for TELEPHONY 


Philip Reed of General Electric, new administrator of OPM 
industrial branches . . . Telephone companies entitled to buy 
truck tires . . . Rationing of service certain if war is long 


. . . Senate committee shelves resolution to investigate 


Washington telephone service. 


ready and willing, but it is by no 
means certain that it will be able 
to deliver the goods. It is like 
a shiny new store set up te do busi- 
ness without stock on the shelf— 
“All dressed up and no place to go,” 
to use the frank expression of one 
OPM official. 

This is not the fault of Reed or 
of Peebles, or of the OPM organi- 
zation in general. It cannot even be 
blamed on the federal administration 
in general unless there are some who 
would still quarrel with the major 
objective of the nation’s foreign 
policy which led to the war. Such 
an objection at this time would be 
futile if not almost seditious. 

No, the reason why the govern- 
ment’s plans (first, for a priority 
system and secondly, for an alleca- 
tion or rationing system) are likely 
to fail in satisfying the needs of 
even such vital industries as public 
utilities must be traced to the for- 
tunes of war. These include such 
imponderables as the attack on Pearl 
Harbor and the hysterically vacillat- 
ing military policy of one, Adolph 
Shicklegruber. Perhaps the situation 
might be more amusingly if not more 
clearly explained to the average 


harassed reader of these times by 
way of an analogous anecdote: 
The late and beloved comedian, 
Chick Sale (who used to claim that 
he was 16 years old before he knew 
that there were any other edible 
pieces of a chicken except the neck 
and the part that went over the fence 
last) once “allowed” that he almost 
became a free-thinker because of the 
ways of a couple of holy but hungry 
itinerant preachers. They used to 
visit the modest farm home of his 
childhood quite regularly for Sunday 
dinner. Chick’s religious mother al- 
ways saw that they were served first 
and best, while the more skeptical 
father and a host of quite irreverent 
children had to stand aside and wait 
for what was left, if anything. 
One Sunday, the old man thought 
he would offset his good wife’s char- 
ity in favor of his own appetite by 
killing four young roosters and a 
couple of plump hens. He figured 
that they would surely be plenty for 
all, even though it wrecked the barn- 
yard flock. But he failed to reckon 
upon the full capacity of the holy 
men. It seems that they were hold- 
ing a nearby revival or a conference 
that Sabbath, and the usual pair of 
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parsons showed up for dinner with 
six brother clerics in tow. Result: 
the family had beans and gravy. 

After dinner, such as it was, one 
of the preachers was walking around 
the property when he spied the old 
man sulking in the barnyard. Think- 
ing to strike up a pleasant conversa- 
tion, the preacher pointed to a big 
rooster nearby who had been too old 
and tough to kill and said: “Brother 
Sale, that certainly is a good fine 
rooster you have there.” “Suttinly 
ought to be a good rooster,” humphed 
the old man, “he’s got four sons in 
the ministry.” 

That story gives you an over- 
simplified idea of what the adminis- 
tration was up against (and still 
is up against) when it tried to pro- 
vide not only for the extraordinary 
demands of national defense in addi- 
tion to our normal civilian “family,” 
but also for any unexpected itinerant 
allies, so to speak, who might show 
up. 

The Army and Navy (plus lend- 
lease aid to Great Britain) might 
be compared to the usual pair of 
hungry visitors at our national table 
of raw materials. They have first 
call and first choice upon everything. 
To take care of this extra demand, 
the administration, early last fall, 
decided that the simple priority sys- 
tem was not enough. It adopted an 
allocation plan, based on the essen- 
tial needs of each industry. It was 
thought that this would be a thor- 
ough way of making the “leftovers” 
go around to the members of the 
civilian family—in such places and 
in such quantities that they would 
do the most good by way of pre- 
serving civilian comfort as much as 
possible. 

But, lo and behold, even before 
this new allocation system has had 
a chance to swing into full opera- 
tion, the Army and Navy appear on 
the scene with an appetite made big- 
ger than ever by Pearl Harbor and 
the resulting Japanese declarations. 
In addition, we have such distin- 
guished visitors as Churchill, Lit- 
vinoff, China and the Dutch East 
Indies, all clamoring for provisions 
to enable them to carry on the good 
cause. 

Furthermore, because it is un- 
questionably a good cause which, we 
all agree, must be carried to a vic- 
torious conclusion, we are going to 
make our provisions go around to 
fill the needs of the newcomers, even 
though our own children, so to speak, 
have to go hungry for awhile. We 
will do this even though it knocks 
our fine plans of industrial alloca- 
tion into a cocked hat. So, without 
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Peebles Assumes Direction 
Of Communications Branch 


As forecast by Francis X. 
Welch, TELEPHONY’S Washing- 
ton correspondent, in the Decem- 
ber 6 issue of TELEPHONY, 
LEIGHTON H. PEEBLES, former 
chief of the plumbing and heat- 
ing branch of the Office of Pro- 
duction Management, has assumed 
direction of the newly-organized 
Branch, it 


Communications was 


officially announced January 1. 
The plumbing and heating 
branch is now headed by W. Wal- 
ter Timmis, who had been serving 
as assistant chief. 
As chief 


tions 


of the Communica- 
Mr. Peebles will 
operate in close liaison with the 
Board 


Branch, 


Defense Communications 
in drafting plans for handling 
material needs for the communi- 
cations industry—radio, telephone 
and telegraph. 

Mr. Peebles and his staff will 
be given office space in the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 
in close proximity to the FCC’s 
department. Three 
engineers appointed by the DCB 


engineering 


to serve on a full-time basis will 
be assigned to the new branch. 











much warning the average American 
is going to learn how to do without 
a new automobile or new tires to run 
his old one. 


A lot of people outside of Wash- 
ington think that these preliminary 
privations are merely temporary if 
not actually phoney—like the Ickes 
gasoline scare of last summer. They 
feel confident that “something is go- 
ing to be done.” They take it for 
granted that “fa way will be found” 
to put some kind of a new car on 
the market in the near future as 
well as some kind of a new tire. 

But they are wrong. The new car 
and new tire edicts are only the be- 
ginning. True, the administration 
will eventually work out a system 
for keeping a thin trickle of new 
car and new tire production going. 
This will probably be done through 
standardizing on a single model that 
will be turned over to a single fac- 
tory for production; while the other 
factories are busy converting (or 
trying to convert) to defense pro- 
duction. But this trickle will only 
be enough to take care of the “es- 
sential” needs of the civilian popu- 
lace—police, the fire department, the 
doctor, the plumber, possibly the 


farmer, and certainly the politician. 

The plain citizen, who doesn’t fit 
into these privileged classifications, 
would be well advised to nurse what- 
ever kind of an automobile he has 
now and the tires that are on it. 
Even so, a gasoline rationing pro- 
gram—one that won’t be a phoney— 
is likely to catch up with the civilian 
population which is still fortunate 
enough to be riding in an automobile 
later on in 1942. 


Going back to the telephone indus- 
try as such, it might be noted in 
passing that telephone companies, 
along with other public utilities, are 
entitled to buy new automobile tires 
for company vehicles which are ac- 
tually engaged in the repair and 
maintenance of essential public serv- 
ice (see page 15). This does not 
mean every company car by any 
means. It means repair trucks, of 
course, and possibly passenger cars 
which are used for trouble shooting, 
emergency calls, or supervision of 
maintenance crews. 

There is some doubt about the 
passenger or “pleasure car’ category 
since there have already been hints 
that pleasure cars used by telegraph 
companies to inspect lines would not 
be eligible for new tires. If this in- 
terpretation is carried through to the 
telephone company, it might work a 
hardship on officials of smaller com- 
panies which use the same automo- 
bile partly for personal use and 
partly for necessary supervision of 
company operations. The Office of 
Price Administration will have to 
clarify that point, if any of the 
local tire rationing bodies refuse 
telephone company requests for new 
tires on pleasure cars used on a part- 
time basis for company work. 

So much for automobiles and tires. 
What’s ahead? In the near future 
we may expect a similar pattern to 
be worked out regarding refrigera- 
tors, radio receiving sets, vacuum 
cleaners, and other electrical appli- 
ances which require materials or 
productive machinery demanded by 
the defense program. 

But what about copper, steel, rub- 
ber, and other commodities and 
equipment actually needed for tele- 
phone operations? In other words, 
to get back to the new OPM Com- 
munications Branch, what about this 
allocation plan that was supposed to 
give the telephone industry a rela- 
tively secure if not an adequate 
reservoir of basic materials? 

That is the real long-term prob- 
lem. Rationing of automobiles, tires, 

(Please turn to page 18) 
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TIRE RATIONING AFFECTS 


TELEPHONE COMPANIES 


PERATING telephone companies 
O have been defined by OPM as 
public utilities in connection with the 
automobile tire rationing order which 
became effective January 5, one pro- 
vision of which states that new tires 
may be sold for use on “a truck op- 
erated exclusively for . . . transporta- 
tion of material and equipment for the 
construction and maintenance of public 
utilities.” 

Public utilities make up one of sev- 
eral classifications covering essential 
services for health, and safety and in- 
dustrial and commercial units to which 
tires may be sold on the ration basis. 

It will be noted that the above regu- 
lation states specifically that new tires 
may be purchased only for trucks and 
that it does not apply to passenger 
cars used for construction or mainte- 
nance work nor to passenger cars or 
trucks used in connection with the 
functions of the commercial depart- 
ments of public utilities. 

The tire rationing order itself es- 
tablishes the entire framework for the 
This order, which 
makes official the current organization 
of state and local rationing boards to 
administer the tire program, also forms 
the pattern for all rationing programs 
to follow, as the war production effort 
on shortaged supplies of imported goods 
affected by the war spreads to cover 
innumerable civilian-use goods. The 
local boards will be used to ration other 
goods as these are included on the cur- 
tailed-use list. 


rationing system. 


The procedure for any telephone 
company seeking tires and tubes for 
eligible vehicles is about as follows: 

Application forms must be filled out; 
the applicant must have the form ap- 
proved by a local inspector (these will 
be dealers or garage men authorized 
by the local rationing boards to inspect 
and report on the condition of the ap- 
plicants’ tires); if the inspector finds 
the tire or tires which the applicant 
seeks to replace are “unsafe, cannot 
be repaired, reconditioned or retreaded, 
and that a new tire is necessary for 
operation of the vehicle,” he will so 
certify on the application; then the 
applicant takes the certified form to the 
local rationing board for review, where 
it is decided whether the vehicle con- 
cerned falls within an eligible classi- 
fication. The board then issues a cer- 
tificate to the applicant allowing the 
purchase of the desired tires. 


JANUARY 10, 1942 





The number of tires which may be 
sold in any state or county will be 
limited by quotas to be established 
each month. Therefore, the _ local 
board, itself provided with a quota, 
will also have to weigh applications 
in the light of the quota as well as 
eligibility, and hence may have to 
establish some form of priority to de- 
termine which eligible vehicle shall 
have first call on available quotas. 

Conditions governing the sale of 
tires to eligible users provide: 


(1) That the vehicle on which the 
new rubber tire, casing, or tube is to 
be mounted is included in one of the 
categories enumerated and thus con- 
stitutes an “‘eligible’’ vehicle. 


(2) That the vehicle on which the 
new rubber tire, casing, or tube is to 
be mounted cannot be replaced by a 
vehicle owned or operated by or sub- 
ject to the control of the applicant, 
which is equipped with serviceable 
tires and tubes and which is not fully 
employed for a use specified in one or 
more of the eligible categories. 


(3) That the new rubber tire, 
casing, or tube is to be installed at 
once on a wheel or rim, to replace a 
tire, casing or tube no longer serv- 
iceable. 

(4) That the tire, casing, or tube, 
when added to all other tires, casings, 
and tubes in the applicant’s possession, 
whether unmounted or mounted on a 
vehicle, and when that total is applied 
only to eligible vehicles, does not add 
up to more than one spare tire, casing, 
or tube of a given size for each eligible 
vehicle. 

(5) That the existing tire, casing, 
or tube cannot be recapped, _ re- 
treaded, or repaired for safe use at 
speeds at which the applicant may 
reasonably be expected to operate, or 
that such recapping, retreading, or re- 
pairing cannot be obtained without in- 
ordinate delay. 

(6) That the applicant agrees to 
trade in replaced tires, casings, and 
tubes on new tires, casings, and tubes 
purchased under this order, or to dis- 
pose of replaced tires, casings, and 
tubes as may otherwise be directed by 
the Office of Price Administration. 


The order provides that any person 
who wilfully violates any provision, or 
falsifies records or information to be 
furnished pursuant to the order may 
be prohibited by the Office of Price 
Administration from receiving further 
deliveries of any new rubber tires, 
casings, or tubes. Recommendations 


for prosecution under Section 35A of 
the Criminal Code and recommenda- 
tions to the OPM that violators be pro- 
hibited from receiving further deliver- 


ies of any other material subject to 
allocation may also be made by the 
Office of Price Administration. 


The tire rationing program is ex- 
pected to give rise to so many inquiries 
that a separate unit has been estab- 
lished in OPM to make interpretations 
of regulations. The question and an- 
swer method is being employed in 
educating the public. Samples of the 
questions and answers follow: 

@. A tire dealer has sold a tire and 
has guaranteed to replace it with a 
new tire if the original tire proved de- 
fective. Can the tire owner exchange a 
tire which proves defective for a new 
tire? 

A. No. New tires can be delivered 
only to persons who hold certificates. 
If the person is entitled to an adjust- 
ment on the guarantee, he should seek 
a monetary settlement. 

. Can an employe of a mining or 
manufacturing company who uses his 
car to travel to and from his plant or 
between plants of the company secure 
a certificate for tires? 


A. No. 


(). Can tires in possession of seller 
on which full payment has been made 
be delivered to the purchaser? 


A. No. 


. Are trucks used to repair tele- 
graph lines eligible vehicles? 

A. Yes. 

(). Are passenger cars used to repair 
telegraph lines eligible vehicles? 


A. No. 


Q. Are cars used to render commer- 
cial service to telegraph offices eligible 
vehicles? 


A. No. 


. Are cars used to deliver telegrams 
to rural areas eligible vehicles? 

A. No. 

vv 
Rio de Janeiro Cable Cut; 
Damage Laid to Saboteur 

It was recently revealed that an un- 
derground telephone cable connecting 
tio de Janeiro, Brazil, with Petropolis 
had been made useless, supposedly by 
damage done by saboteurs. The news- 
paper O Globo reported that the cable 
had been dug up, a large section 
chopped out of it and reburied. 

The cable had been laid to expand 
the telephone service when it was be- 
lieved the forthcoming Pan American 
conference of foreign ministers would 
be held at Petropolis. It is presumed 
that the damage was intended to handi- 
cap the foreign press. 

It is recalled that a man with a Ger- 
man name was arrested a few days 
previously in Petropolis while propa- 
gandizing near a barracks. A _ police 
investigation is under way. 
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UE TO the difficulty in obtaining 

new equipment, it is now noted 

that some telephone companies 
are installing old style telephones. 
While subscribers undoubtedly prefer a 
combination handset telephone, they 
agree that a _ serviceable desk-stand 
type is far better than none. Most tele- 
phone companies have a number of 
old telephones in the storeroom which 
may be reconditioned and will give good 
service for the duration of the emer- 
gency. 


I enjoy reading the Southwestern 
Telephone News, which Editor Hervey 
Roberts publishes monthly in St. Louis, 
Mo., as it supplies news of the section 
of the country where I spent several 
years in the telephone industry. 


While waiting in the Greyhound bus 
station in Washington, D. C., the other 
day I noted six paystations in a row 
which were all busy. This continued 
for over 15 minutes as new customers 
were always waiting for a vacancy. 
This is, we believe, evidence that tele- 
phone business in the Nation’s Capital 
is better than good. 


My good friend, Harry Billica, for- 
merly of the Indiana Wire & Steel Co., 
Muncie, Ind., is now on duty with the 
Power and Communications Branch of 
the OPM here in Washington. 


Phillips’ serews—the new type which 
have a cross slot in the head—are prov- 
ing especially suitable for telephone 
needs. This is an outstanding improve- 
ment in screw design which permits 
faster starting, faster driving, better 
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holding power, reduced spoilage and 
prevents accidents. These screws may 
be driven with half the pressure re- 
quired for the regular slotted screws 
and the driver guides the screws. 


We wish to thank Dr. T. V. Soong, 
of China Defense Supplies, for a new 
atlas of China which indicates not only 
all communications systems in China, 
but also the available communications 
facilities between that country and the 
United States. 


There is every indication that great- 
er traffic loads will be placed on all 
telephone systems in the immediate 
future for this is certainly a “war of 
communications.” It is urgently re- 
quested that anyone having ideas as to 
how present equipment or plant may 
be expanded, with a minimum expense 
and effort, advise us immediately so 
that we may pass it along to the 
industry. 

In this connection, phantom circuits, 
composite circuits and party lines may 
often be used to advantage. Carrier 
channels will often prove desirable al- 
though the necessary equipment will be 
most difficult to obtain. 


In reviewing the past year, we have 


observed numerous changes and im- 
provements in the telephone industry. 
This, despite the fact that most all of 
us have been under constantly heavy 
pressure. We feel sure that further 
improvements will be made during the 
coming year for certainly everyone 
connected with the telephone industry 
will do his best and it is believed that 
frequently we produce our best when 
under pressure. 


POWER-OPERATED PORTABLE 
DRILLS: Drilling of masonry by the 
customary hand methods always proves 
an expensive and slow process. This is 
especially true on large jobs. Various 
types of power-operated drills are now 
available at a reasonable cost which 
makes the job not only much easier, 
but permits its completion in a short 
period of time. For small jobs, the 
electric hammer drill which operates 
from 110-volt AC power will prove 
most convenient. 


This Barco electric hammer drill is operated from 

a gas portable generator. (Note the 

gasoline-operated hammer drill in the background 
to the left.) 


engine 


When work must be performed at 
locations where commercial power is 
not available, portable engine-driven 
generators may be used. This same 
generator may be used to provide 
standby power for the telephone ex- 
change during periods of failure of the 
commercial power supply. On large 
jobs such as pavement cutting or rock 
removal in a conduit trench, the gaso- 
line-operated hammer may be used to 
advantage. 
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USITA URGES PROTECTION 


OF TELEPHONE 


HE NATIONAL Defense Committee 
T the United States Independent 
Telephone Association has released the 
following letter to Independent tele- 
phone companies in connection with the 
protection of telephone plants and prop- 
erty, and the admission of outsiders 
thereto: 


FOREWORD 


Our country is at war. Telephone 
service, both local and long distance, 
is vital to the safety, defense and morale 
It is up to telephone 


people to do everything they can to 


of the nation. 


Some of the things 
we must consider in that connection are 


protect this service. 


the possibilities of sabotage and—in at 


least certain parts of the country— 
enemy action. 

Do not consider any telephone ex- 
change too small or too unimportant 
to be safeguarded. The most important 
telephone call of a year might be pos- 
sibly 


’ 
change! 


from some small, isolated ex- 


It is the duty of this Association to 
give you certain suggestions and advice 
about these matters. In presenting this, 
we have had the benefit of advice from 
the Army and from large telephone 
companies, both Independent and Bell. 
PLEASE READ AND HEED THIS! It 
may be very important to you at any 
moment! 


You yourself must, of course, judge 
what your own conditions and location 
require to be done. Naturally a large, 
strategically located exchange, in a de- 
fense area and near a coast line, will 
feel the necessity of greater precau- 
tions than a small exchange outside of 


any defense area and in the interior. 


But, wherever you are, we hope you 
will OVERDO, 


your precautions. 


rather than underdo, 


The following is taken from the 
things that some companies have done 
and are doing: 

(1) Ascertain, if you do not already 
know, the citizenship and national al- 
legiance of every employe. Put every 
trust in loyal Americans, but take no 
with fifth Our 
country is at war. 


chances columnists. 


(2) Instruct and impress upon em- 
ployes that telephone conversations— 
civilian or otherwise—must be secret. 
There are already laws, with severe 
penalties, for violating this. Post no- 
tices on your bulletin boards calling 
attention to this and to these laws. 
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(3) Instruct and impress upon em- 
ployes that they must not talk about 
the business and affairs of the tele- 
phone company, including particularly 
its plant extensions or plans for them 
and the demand upon it for additional 
services. This applies 110% to exten- 
sions for defense service of any kind. 
The recipient of such news may be 
perfectly loyal but may, nevertheless, 
innocently pass it on to a place where 
it will be harmful to the defense of 
this country. 

(4) Bar strangers from entering 
those parts of your buildings or plants 
not ordinarily open to the public. 

TAKE NOTICE: On August 21, 
1941, the Defense Communications 
Board in Washington adopted a resolu- 
tion requesting all persons engaged in 
the communications industry to take all 
necessary measures to ensure that ac- 
cess to premises containing communi- 
cations equipment or facilities (other 
than that part of the premises neces- 
sarily open to the general public) be 
restricted to employes, federal, state 
or local government officers acting in 
their official capacity, and other per- 
sons considered necessary by the man- 
agement in the conduct of its business. 

December 15, 1941, the Defense Com- 
munications Board issued a notice to 
all communication companies that no 
ALIEN should be permitted to enter 
the premises (other than the public 
part thereof) of such companies with- 
out permission of Defense Communica- 
tions Board. 

(Copies of this resolution and order 
will be sent to any Independent tele- 
phone company requesting same of this 
Association.) 

(5) Make immediately a thorough 
survey of all your central office loca- 
tions and buildings, and of all other 
buildings in which you have apparatus 
necessary or important to the unim- 
paired continuance of your telephone 
service, to determine what, if anything, 
can or should be done to further pro- 
tee’ them. 

Consider, for instance, the advisabil- 
it, of installing wire grills or other 
protection over ground-floor windows— 
particularly basement and ground-floor 
alley or side-street windows, or even 
of blocking such windows with glass 
brick, ete. 

Study particularly, all ordinary 
methods of entrance to the building, 
such as front, side and rear doors, and 


the advisability of making an iron-clad 
rule that side and rear doors must be 
kept locked during certain hours, in- 
cluding evening and night. 

If the exchange is large, consider the 
advisability of a guard at the front 
door after ordinary business hours. Ar- 
range with your police department that 
the guard be armed, if you think that 
advisable. 

(6) Consider the advisability of in- 
stalling burglar alarms and fire alarms 
throughout the buildings. 

(7) If the exchange is sufficiently 
large to have so many employes that 
all are not known to each other, issue 
each employe a pass o1 other positive 
method of identification as an employe. 
Also give each employe whose duties 
may require entrance upon the prem- 
ises of subscribers and others, some 
method of identification. 

(8) Install and maintain lights over 
building entrances and exits, and light 
fire escapes adjoining alleys, and area- 
ways. 

(9) Install locking devices on cen- 
tral office and other strategically lo- 
cated manholes. 

Require owne:s of buildings in which 
important terminals are located to per- 
mit only telephone employes to have 
access to those terminals. 

(10) Protect entrances to 
vaults, power rooms, battery 
transformer rooms, etc. 


cable 
rooms, 


In large garages, arrange the tours 
of duty of garage men so that a man 
is on duty during the night and early 
morning hours. 

Familiarize the local police and fire 
departments with the location and ar- 
rangements, inside and out, of your 
and premises. The police 
should be particularly alert in attention 
to or for calls to telephone premises. 


buildings 


Check carefully your own fire-fight- 
ing equipment and arrangements. Re- 
new fillings of fire extinguishers, where 
necessary. Check the number and lo- 
cation of fire extinguishers; add more, 
if they would be helpful. Familiarize 
employes with the location of extin- 
guishers, fire hose, ete. Provide port- 
able pumps suitable for use against 
incendiary attack or damage. 


(11) Arrange for your fire insur- 
ance agents to have a careful check 
made of all your insured property, with 
their recommendations as to changes, 
if any, that should be made to lessen 
fire danger. 

(12) Prepare for black-outs when 
and if ordered by the proper authori- 
ties and do, in advance, everything nec- 
essary to operate under blackout con- 
ditions. 


The foregoing are only a few of the 
many suggestions that could be made; 
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any telephone management, if alert to 
the potential dangers of the situation, 
can think of and do other things, suit- 
able to its situation and location, to 
protect its telephone plant and prop- 
erty against things that might happen. 

These suggestions are made for the 
purpose of awakening every Independ- 
ent telephone management to the fact 
that there is danger to the telephone 
plants and service of the country. 

Remember that a failure or even par- 
tial failure of telephone service which 
slows up any kind of production in this 
country, including agricultural produc- 
tion, benefits the enemy. 

Do not think that because your plant 
is small, or not in a defense area, or 
far from any border of the country, 
that nothing can happen to it. RE- 
MEMBER PEARL HARBOR! 

Let us make sure that no avoidable 
failure of telephone service happens to 
any Independent plant. 


v WwW 


Censor Cuts in On 
Hawaiian Call 

Strictness of the censorship imposed 
on transoceanic telephone conversations 
was learned by Jack Hart, Milwaukee, 
Wis., recently when he telephoned to 
his daughter, Mrs. Joseph Belin, in 
Hawaii. Mrs. Belin is the wife of an 
ensign stationed at the naval air base 
at Kaneohe Bay. 

“Before we started the conversation, 
we were warned not to say anything 
that might be of interest to the enemy,” 
Mr. Hart related. “For example, we 
were cautioned not to say anything 
about means of transportation. Three 
or four times we were cut off in the 
middle of statements which seemed 
innocent to us. I am glad that censor- 
ship is strict. It shows that we are 
alert.” 

WwW WwW 


U. S. Navy Seeks 
Radio Men 

The United States Navy 
issued a special recruiting call to men 
familiar with radio work, urging them 
to enlist as operators of the newly- 


recently 


developed radiolocators used for de- 
tecting enemy planes. 

Amateur and commercial radio 
operators, men in radio work and per- 
sons familiar with the design of trans- 
mitting and receiving apparatus are 
being sought by the Navy to fill vacan- 
cies in the service as radio men, third 
class, it was announced. 

Men enlisted for specialized duty 
with the secret locators will be sent to 
a naval radio training school for eight 
months to learn the confidential tech- 
nique involved. 





In the Nation's 
Capital 
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refrigerators, etc., is only a short- 
term problem. After the present 
available supply is distributed (and 
no matter how equitably or _ in- 
equitably it may be distributed), the 
problem will, for the most part, 
liquidate itself. As Ethel Barry- 
more used to say so dramatically, 
“That’s all there is, there isn’t any 
more.” 

But company officials who are re- 
sponsible for carrying on telephone 
service just can’t call up their sub- 
scribers some fine morning and say: 
“That’s all there is, there isn’t any 
more.” Public service must go on. 
Maybe the new chief of the OPM 
Communications Branch can work 
out an answer with his superior, 
Mr. Reed. Maybe this forecast has 
been unduly pessimistic. Maybe 
there will be enough left over for 
the industry to get by somehow 
without smearing the service. Your 
correspondent hopes so. 

But just by way of giving you an 
idea of what some other Washing- 
ton observers think about the situ- 
ation, here is an excerpt from a 
signed article by two veteran Wash- 
ington correspondents, Eugene S. 
Duffield and William F. Kerby, 
which recently appeared in The Wall 
Street Journal: 


“The new system, which was to 
bring order out of chaos, was talked 
of as an ‘allocation system’ or a ‘raw 
material rationing’ system or a ‘quan- 
titative priorities’ system. 

“Washington was hard at work on 
it — and having trouble when 
Japanese planes appeared over Pearl 
Harbor. One of the first casualties 
was the ‘allocation’ plan. 

“Tt isn’t dead, but it is so grievously 
wounded that manufacturers will have 
to limp along with a patched up, un- 
certain priority system throughout the 
discernible future. Even though their 
production programs are okayed in 
Washington, they will receive no iron- 
clad assurance from Washington that 
the necessary raw materials will be 
forthcoming. They will be given a 
priority rating, and be told to do the 
best they can with it. 

“Fortunes of war are too uncertain 
to guarantee anybedy anything. 

“The first venture into overall 
allocation of materials was to have 
been in the farm machinery industry. 
It was the guinea pig. The industry 
furnished OPM with volumes of infor- 
mation. The data showed how much 


steel, copper, nickel, brass, rubber, 
etc., is required to make a tractor, a 
combine, a hay rake and all other 
farm machinery. 

“The plan was for OPM to tel! the 
industry how much machinery it should 
make in 1942 and then, on the basis 
of the data, allocate or guarantee to 
the industry enough raw materials to 
do the job.” 


Even before 
Army and 


Pearl Harbor, the 
Navy marched in and 
said they needed more steel and 
copper for 1942. That meant less 
steel and copper for civilian indus- 
tries. Bingo! There went the nice 
farm machinery allocation plan into 
the operating room for some more 
amputations. 


Now, the foregoing gloomy dis- 
cussion is not meant to suggest that 
the telephone industry is going to 
be put into the death cell along with 
the automobile and tire industry. 
But it will be put into a Turkish 
bath. And, boy, oh boy, how it is 
going to sweat off those extra 
pounds of copper, steel, etc. 

Telephone service will have to go 
on, of course, like every other essen- 
tial public utility industry. But it 
will be a different telephone service 
from the one we have known. The 
Army and Navy themselves would be 
the first to demand that the service 
keep going. But the Army and 
Navy and other government agen- 
cies will get the first call, and the 
ordinary civilian substations will 
have to be satisfied with a beans- 
and-gravy kind of service. 

In plain words, this means service 
rationing. Not rationing of ma- 
terials for the telephone industry 
(there will be plenty of that, also) 
but rationing of service by the tele- 
phone industry. How it will be done, 
this writer does not know. Probably 
a definite pattern is not even in ex- 
istence. When a suggested formula 
appeared in this department two 
months ago, your correspondent re- 
ceived letters expressing disbelief 
with tinges of ridicule. This is the 
last thing in the world about which 
this writer would want to say: “I 
told you so.” But just wait and see. 
If it’s a long war, you'll see plenty. 

Generally speaking, long-distance 
service (with ample provisions for 
government priority) will probably 
be carried on efficiently at the ex- 
pense of local service, as far as ma- 
terials and equipment are concerned. 
The Army and Navy will see to that 
also. Again, local service will possi- 
bly be systematically regraded to 
make present capacity suffice for in- 

(Please turn to page 22) 
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O ASSURE top speed in America’s gigantic victory drive, 
the telephone lines of the nation must continue to function 


without service interruptions. 


In the termination, cross connection or protection of cable in 


central office equipment for defense plants, cantonments, camps 


or housing projects, the Type T Main Distributing Frame permits 


AYN 15 55 


easy installation and gives victory performance. 
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The Type T is equipped with a moisture-proof, roomy but compact steel 


corebox with a rubber gasketed steel cover, conserving space and facili- 


tating installation and handling. No silk or cotton tip or cable splicing 
is required for the regular paper wrapped lead cable is brought directly 
into the corebox. Other Type T features include a metal fanning strip 
with insulating bushings in fanning holes and a white designation strip 


for quickly and clearly numbering pairs. The famous Cook self-soldering 


nozzle insures tight cable sheath joints. Rubber covered rings for neatly 


distributing cross-connection jumpers, solder clips for both ends of jumpers, 
and strong, rigid wall mounting brackets combine to make the Type T the 
ideal main distributing frame and central office protector mounting for 


offices or unattended exchanges that must meet high quality performance 


WErrlerelerrielererec 


specifications at reasonable cost. 
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The Type T uses a minimum of critical defense materials and 


“Keep ’Em Talking!” 


<a 


therefore can now be delivered from stock in standard sizes of 
26, 52 and 104 pairs. Order from any telephone manufacturer 


or supply house. 


COOK ELECTRIC COMPANY 


2700 SOUTHPORT AVENUE © CHICAGO 
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THIS ECONOMICAL WAY... 


you Il help conserve critical materials for America’s 


war effort and save money for yourself as well! 


How much old equipment do you have standing idle on shelves and stored away in your 
stockrooms? Probably more than you realize! Much of it may still be usable if turned 
over to our Autelco Rebuilding Service for complete scientific reconditioning. 


By utilizing Autelco Rebuilding Service to bring dead telephones, P.B.X.'s, 
P-A-B-X's and other equipment back to life, you reap three important benefits. 


(1) You quickly meet the emergency demands of your own exchange area with soundly 
rebuilt equipment capable of giving excellent service; 


(2) In this handling of the emergency demands you save money both from our low "AR" 
prices as well as by utilizing investment in equipment now standing idle; 


(3) you help materially in the great movement to conserve critical materials for America's 
war needs. 


Try Autelco Rebuilt Service for a few sample items selected at random from your 
stockrooms. See how modern, fresh and new-looking is the equipment you get in 
exchange! If you have no old items available for rebuilding or exchange, you can pur- 
chase many rebuilt articles for cash directly from our stock at considerable savings over 
new equipment. Write for Bulletin 1640-B, which explains our "AR" rebuilding plan in 
complete detail. Send for it—today! 


AK 


AUTOMATIC v ELECTRITL 


ORIGINATORS AND’ DEVELOPERS OF STROWGER 5S ACHINE SWITCHING 


MAKERS OF TELEPHONE, SIGNALING AND COMMUNICATION APPARATUS 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS, DESIGNERS AND CONSULTANTS 
Distributors in U. S. and Possessions: 


AMERICAN AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC SALES COMPANY, 1033 W. Van Buren St., Chicago, U. S. A. 
Export Distributors: AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC SALES COMPANY, LIMITED 





(Concluded from page 18) 
creasing demand. Again, govern- 
ment priority will probably leave 
local service to the ordinary sub- 
scriber something less than perfect. 

There is even a possibility that 
telephone service in certain cities or 
defense areas will be preferred 
(from the standpoint of new equip- 
ment and supplies) to telephone 
service in rural areas and non-de- 
fense communities. There may 
develop an “Independent angle’ here. 

What to do about it? Not very 
much the industry can do about it. 
Make out as good a case as it can to 
the OPM Communications Branch. 
See that Independent as well as Bell 
angles are adequately presented to 
OPM. And then, if the service has 
to be shortchanged severely in 
months to come, see to it that the 
responsibility for it is fixed in the 
public mind where it belongs. Re- 
cent popular Bell advertisements in- 
dicate a forward looking apprecia- 
tion for the need of such a new edu- 
cational approach to the public re- 
lations problem. 


But all these discouraging de- 
velopments are some distance away. 
More pleasant is the recent news on 
telephone service right here in the 
nation’s capital. Chairman Pat Mc- 
Carran, Democrat of Nevada, of the 
Senate District Committee, gave the 
Chesapeake & Potomac Telephone 
Co. a clean bill of health in a report 
which has been written by him, as 
a subcommittee of one, on a resolu- 
tion introduced in the Senate a 
month ago by Senator Tom Connally, 
Democrat of Texas. 


Senator Connally had experienced 
difficulty with telephone calls and in 
his resolution denounced the service 
as “poor and unsatisfactory” and 
said not enough money was spent on 
personnel and equipment. Senator 
McCarran made a personal inspec- 
tion of the telephone plant. In his 
report he recommended shelving the 
Connally resolution and said: 


“I was greatly impressed by the 
steps already taken by the company to 
meet the unprecedented conditions of 
these unprecedented times.” 


After citing figures on the num- 
ber of telephones, local and toll calls, 
money spent and plant valuation, he 
continued : 


“In view of the fact that the com- 
pany has not only kept abreast of the 
times but has by long-range planning 
provided sufficient equipment to care 
adequately for the immediate needs 
both of the government and the civil 
population, it is not thought advisable 
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in these times of emergency to under- 
take a study of the corporate structure 
and financial connections of the com- 
pany. 

“Such a study would involve many 
months of painstaking examination 
and expenditure of thousands of 
dollars.” 


Incidentally, the Army Interceptor 
Command appears to be far from 
satisfied with the way the civilian 
aircraft warning service is working 
out. This has not yet been officially 
admitted. But there was a hint of 
it in a statement by Secretary of 
War Stimson approving a bill re- 
cently introduced by Rep. Edith 
Nourse Rogers (Republican of Mas- 
sachusetts) to set up a Woman’s 
Army Auxiliary Corp. ‘This bill will 
probably be enacted and will estab- 
lish a corps of woman soldiers who 
will enlist as privates, live in bar- 
racks and get $21 a month just like 
male soldiers, except that they will 
have their own female officers (in 
the lower grades at least) and their 
own duties. Among these duties will 
be the operation of telephone and 
telegraph facilities for military pur- 
poses. It says so in the bill. 

Secretary Stimson said an air- 
craft warning service would be set 
up in the woman’s auxiliary and in- 
dicated that it would supersede the 
present volunteers obtained by the 
Office of Civilian Defense. So far as 
is known, the Army’s dissatisfac- 
tion with the present aircraft warn- 
ing service has not been charged to 
the telephone phases of the system; 
even though test warning calls have 
taken as much as five minutes in 
getting through to the central com- 
mand. The Army really wants to 
have direct charge of the aircraft 
observers instead of leaving it to 
volunteer civilians who may leave 
their posts to go off fishing on a 
fine day. 

There have also been suggestions 
that separate communication facili- 
ties for defense warning purposes 
might be established in large cities 
apart from commercial telephone 
facilities—possibly using the inde- 
pendent alarm system of the police 
and fire departments. 


—- 


Maryland Operator 
Traps Burglar 

Quick-witted action by a Rockville 
(Md.) telephone operator, Mrs. June 
Abert, recently resulted in the capture 
of a man who was said by county police 
to have broken into the Blandford Lum- 
ber Co. office, owned by Mayor Douglas 
M. Blandford, of Rockville. 


Henry, Bickelhaupt Serve 
Army Communications Unit 

Four reserve officers of the communi- 
cations business have been ordered to 
active duty to serve as liaison officers 
between their industries and the new 
Army Communications Service which 
has been set up by Maj. Gen. Dawson 
Olmstead, Chief Signal Officer of the 
U. S. Army. 

The communicacions reserve officers, 
all of whom are on General Olmstead’s 
staff, are Lt: Col. W. C. Henry, Belle- 
vue, Ohio, representing the United 
States Independent Telephone Associa- 
tion of which he is vice president; Col. 
Carroll O. Bickelhaupt, vice president, 
American Telephone & Telegraph 
Co., representing the Bell System; Lt. 
Col. E. R. Shute, vice president, West- 
ern Union Telegraph Co., and Maj. C. 
B. Allsopp, vice president, Postal Tele- 
graph Co. 

The new Army Communications 
Service has been established to effect 
greater coordination of all communica- 
tions facilities and service in the 
United States. The service will be un- 
der the direction of Col. Otis K. 
Sadtler. 

vv 


U. S. Censor Establishes 
Cable end Radio Regulations 

The navy department said January 
3 that Byron Price, director of censor- 
ship, had established these regulations 
for international cable and radio cen- 
sorship: 

“No communication with enemy-oc- 
cupied territory except on _ specially 
licensed occasions. 

“No codes or cable addresses per- 
mitted on terminal traffic at this time. 
(Terminal traffic originates or ends 
here.) 

“Transit traffic in code or foreign 
languages may be passed if complying 
with the censorship regulations at the 
office of destination. 

“The plain languages permitted are: 
English, French, Spanish, and Portu- 
guese, except that unofficial radio tele- 
phone calls may be subject to delay 
if other than the English language is 


to be used.” 
vv 


Girls Replace Men At 
Shipping Switchboard 

Word has been passed along the 
water front to cut out quarterdeck lan- 
guage when calling the Maritime Ex- 
change for shipping information, says 
a news dispatch from Philadelphia, Pa. 
Sweet-voiced girls have taken over the 
telephone switchboard because male op- 
erators, traditionally employed for a 
quarter-century, have left for better 
jobs. 


TELEPHONY 





JANUARY 10, 1942 


ACCEPTED. To the generation coming up there’s nothing remarkable about 


telephone communication. These youngsters just accept it like they accept air and 
water and mothers and fathers. But to us who have a hand in it, telephone service 
is the miraculous combination of electricity and materials and sweat and thought. 
e The staggering task of maintaining this service is lightened when you invest 


in dependable cable—and that means 


GENERAL CABLE 
Faper Jelephone Caétev 


DISTRIBUTED BY 
AMERICAN 


AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC 


1033 WEST VAN BUREN STREET + CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
BRANCH WAREHOUSES AT DALLAS, KANSAS CITY, LOS ANGELES, RICHMOND (VA.) AND SAW FRANCISCO 





Commissions 
and Courts 


FCC Seek to Stabilize 
Radiotelegraph Charges 

In a proposed report adopted Decem- 
ber 16, the Federal Communications 
Commission holds that higher charges 
for radiotelegraph messages from the 
United States, Guam and Hawaii to the 
Philippine Islands than for similar 
messages from the Philippines to the 
United States, Guam and Hawaii “con- 
stitute an unjust and unreasonable 
discrimination,” and that maintenance 
of a differential in charges in connec- 
tion with such westbound and east- 
bound traffic is an “unreasonable 
practice.” 

Accordingly, it concludes that six 
companies—Commercial Pacific Cable 
Co., Mackay Radio & Telegraph Co. of 
California, RCA Communications, Inc., 
the Western Union Telegraph Co., 
Postal Telegraph-Cable Co. and Globe 
Wireless, Ltd.—should file schedules 
establishing “just and _ reasonable 
charges, practices classifications, and 
regulations” in connection with such 
service. 

At the same time the commission 
declares Globe’s “radiomail” is not a 
just or reasonable classification of 
messages under Section 201 (b) of the 
Communications Act. (‘‘Radiomail” 
service, established by Globe in 1934, 
is not a classification of service recog- 
nized by international telegraph regu- 
lations. It embodies rates lower than 
for other classifications. ) 
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Telephone Facilities 
Slated for Expansion 

Authority to supplement existing 
telephone facilities between Baltimore 
and Philadelphia, at a cost of $1,725,- 
000, was given recently by the Federal 
Communications Commission to the 
Chesapeake & Potomac Telephone Co., 
the Diamond State Telephone Co. and 
the American Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. 
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Indiana Telephone Firm 
Investigation Ordered 
Investigation of the corporate struc- 
ture of the United Telephone Invest- 
ment Corp. with headquarters at 
Greenfield, Ind., which has 10 subsidi- 
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aries operating about 40 telephone 
exchanges in the central and northern 
part of the state, was ordered recently 
by the Indiana Public Service Com- 
mission. 

The investigation order resulted 
from a petition filed by the company 
for a rate increase. The commission 
denied the petition, which was filed by 
The Indiana Telephone Co. asking for a 
rate increase in Sheridan. 

In its order denying the petition, the 
commission pointed out that there is 
evidence to indicate that unsatisfactory 
service has been “rendered for years. 
.. . That such service was more than 
adequately compensated for by present 
rates.” 

The order further stated that “un- 
satisfactory and inadequate telephone 
service reacts unfavorably on revenues 
of a company by stifling the growth of 
its subscribers as well as causing loss 
of customers already obtained.” 

The commission on its own motion 
decided upon the investigation, “be- 
cause of the closely knit relationship 
which exists between the _ holding 
company, United Telephone Investment 
Corp., and its ten corporate subsidiaries, 
with their 40 telephone exchanges.” 

The commission also proposes to in- 
vestigate each of the subsidiaries “to 
determine a fair value of each of the 
properties involved so that reasonable 
and just rate structures can be 
established.” 

Some time ago the commission 
granted rate increases to the Buck 
Creek and Burlington exchanges, oper- 
ated by the Union Telephone Co., one 
of the United Telephone Investment’s 
subsidiaries. These rate increases were 
reopened automatically by the commis- 
sion’s order. 
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One-Man Company Told 
To Improve Service 

J. F. Dees, owner of the Mt. Vernon 
(Ky.) Telephone Co., was given 45 
days more by the Kentucky Public 
Service Commission December 22 to 
rehabilitate his “one-man_ telephone 
company,” as he termed it, in order 
to improve service. 

Fritz Krueger, Mt. Vernon attorney, 
represented complaining citizens of the 
town. 


Mr. Dees told the commission he had 
made a number of improvements dur- 
ing the 90 days given him last summer 
but had not had time to finish the job, 
At a hearing last summer (TELEPHONY, 
August 23, page 28), Mr. Dees told 
the commission he did practically all 
the upkeep work himself, as well as 
attending to the company’s finances, 

Irate citizens complained that fallen 
poles were not replaced and that old 
and rusty telephone wires contributed 
to poor service. 

Mr. Dees said he bought $2,000 worth 
of new wire cable in 1936 but had not 
“had time to put it up.” He also de- 
clared the city officials of Mt. Vernon 
had refused him permits in some cases 
to erect poles where needed. 

Attorney Krueger declared the num- 
ber of customers had fallen off from 
about 400 to 83 in the last few years. 
Mr. Dees named 153 persons who he 
said were active subscribers and added 
that farmers who formerly subscribed 
and kept up their lines had let them 
go down. 

Mr. Dees said he lost $39.58 in 1940 
on a gross business of $6,000. 

The telephone company serves Mt. 
Vernon and the nearby towns of Brod- 
head and Livingston, Mr. Dees said. 
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Ohio Company Petitions 
For Capital Reimbursement 
Alleging that within the period No- 
vember 1, 1938, to October 31, 1941, 
it had expended $70,279.40 for uncap- 
italized capital purposes, the United 
Telephone Co. has filed a petition with 
the Ohio Public Utilities Commission 
to validate such expenditures for reim- 
bursement and retaining jurisdiction 
thereof for further applications, to au- 
thorize the sale at par of $8,000 first 
mortgage, 314 per cent 30-year bonds 
dated July 1, 1941, to enable the partial 
reimbursement of its treasury. 
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Texas Rate Case 
Before District Court 

Testimony in the Texas $25,000 rate 
suit against the Mountain States Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co. was recently 
taken before Judge D. E. Mulcahy in 
41st district court, and the case was to 
go to the jury December 12. 

The state, through the county attor- 
ney’s office, seeks $5,000 in each of five 
cases in which rates charged Lower 
Valley telephone customers assertedly 
were discriminatory. 

The state rested its case December 
10. The evidence was taken up with 


(Please turn to page 28) 
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A COMPLETE 

LINE OF 

EVERSTICKS 
MEETS ALL CON- 
STRUCTION AND 
MAINTENANCE 
NEEDS. 


For dependable anchoring with hold- 15 
ing power always in excess of rated 
capacities to meet unusual strains. 


sizes of 2-way, 
3-way, 4-way types: 
also cone anchors, 
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clusive nut housing 
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TELERING 


ECONOMY @ RELIABILITY 


Order One NOW for a 30-day Free Trial 


Reliable ringing service is 
essential in providing sat- 
isfactory telephone service. 
Use TELERING and pro- 
vide the MOST reliable 
service at the LEAST cost. 


Current Consumption 
negligible. 


Positively No Radio 
Inter ference 


Directly converts Commer- 
cial Alternating Current 


ONLY ONE CONTACT! to Telephone Ringing Cur- 
rent. 
You can always depend 


upon our full co-operation 
and prompt service. 


PRICE $44.00 EACH 
F. O. B. Elyria 


Sold by Leading Telephone Distributors 


TELKOR, Inc., ELYRIA, OHIO 








DEFENSE PUTS A PRIORITY 
ON QUALITY! 


Bartlett No. 1-W 
Compound Lever Tree Trimmer 


You can help to save materials by taking particular 
care of your tree trimming equipment, lubricating 
where required, protecting from weather when not 
in use, and by avoiding careless usage. 


We are doing our part by maintaining the same high 
standard of quality which has characterized our 
product during years of service to the communica- 
tions industry 


P-100 MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS. Your co- 
operation in placing a preference rating on your 
orders will be most helpful. Under government 
restrictions we cannot supply manila rope on tree 
trimmers except on priority orders of A-1-J or better. 
Otherwise suitable substitute material will be supplied. 
Similar restrictions may apply to the connecting 
sleeve used for our sectional pole tree trimmers. 
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Federal Control of 
Telephones in 1918 


(Continued from page 12) 





conducting governmental operation 
of the ‘telephone and telegraph sys- 
tems to Mr. Burleson. 

The administration on December 
13, 1918, introduced a joint resolu- 
tion in Congress to make permanent 
the existing control of telephone and 
telegraph systems. This action was 
taken at the request of the Post- 
master General and was said to have 
had the approval of President Wil- 
The resolution proposed the 
taking over of telephone properties 
at a cost of $970,000,000 for the Bell 
System and $410,000,000 for the In- 
dependents. It was stated that the 
Bell had about 7,000,000 telephones 
and the Independents about 5,000,000. 


son. 


The Postmaster General proposed 
that the entire purchase be financed 
by bonds and he stated that the re- 
turn from the systems would pay the 
interest, running expenses and in 
time pay the principal and at the 
same time provide for wide exten- 
sions. He stated that it was his 
purpose to extend the systems to 
reach many thousands of citizens 
not then served and to reduce rates. 

A. F. Adams of Kansas City, 
Union Bethell and F. A. Stevenson 
of the A. T. & T., and G. M. Yorke 
of the Western Union Telegraph Co. 
were appointed as an Operating 
Board for the operation of telephone 
service under governmental control. 

On December 13, 1918, an order 
was issued providing for the estab- 
lishment on January 21, 1919, of 
“station-to-station,” ‘‘person-to-per- 
son,” appointment and messenger 
telephone toll messages and rates 
thereon and for a report charge. 

On December 28, 1918, A. F. 
Adams of the Operating Board, ap- 
pointed F. B. MacKinnon as chair- 
man of the Independent group with 
25 Independent telephone men, most 
of whom were members of the Board 
of Directors of the United States 
Independent Telephone Association 
to serve as chairmen of districts 
throughout the country, to continue 
operation of Independent companies 
under existing orders and to report 
operations to the Operating Board. 

It was announced that the Signal 
Corps had in France built approxi- 
mately 1,750 miles of pole line, 
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strung over 6,000 miles of wire, 
leased more than 3,000 miles of 
French wire, built 12,170 miles of 
exchange lines and was operating 
244 offices with 8,000 telephones as 
well as 102 telegraph offices. 

Early in January, 1919, Senator 
Kellogg of Minnesota introduced a 
bill in the Senate to deprive Post- 
master General Burleson of control 
of telephone and telegraph facilities 
and to turn that authority over to 
the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion. The bill also would have per- 
mitted consolidation of duplicate 
telephone properties and given the 
commission authority to control 
service and fix minimum rates, as 
well as to have power to control the 
issue of stocks and bonds. 

It was announced that thousands 
of protests were pouring into Wash- 
ington against new toll rates estab- 
lished by the Postmaster General on 
January 21, and that public utilities 
commissions of 12 states were pre- 
paring to resist the new schedule. 
Some states had suspended _ the 
schedule. 

On January 28, 1919, the House 
Post Office Committee reported fa- 
vorably a resolution to end govern- 
ment control of telephone and tele- 
graph properties on December 31, 
1919. The vote in the committee 
was: For: 7 Republicans and 3 
Democrats. Against: 7 Democrats 
and 1 Prohibitionist. Total: 10 for 
and 8 against. 

Captain W. S. Vivian, secretary- 
treasurer of the USITA, who had 
been on a leave of absence returned 
to his duties after spending 11 
months in France. 


On February 19, 1919, Postmaster 
General Burleson promulgated rates 
for short haul toll messages for par- 
ticular person, messenger and ap- 
pointment calls, for 12 miles or less, 
as follows: Station rate $.10, per- 
son rate $.15, report charge $.05. 


He also explained that the schedule 
of long-distance rates were designed 


to standardize the toll service 
throughout the country, that the 
charges were tentative and could be 
reduced as fast as conditions war- 
ranted. 

In February, 1919, the National 
Association of Railway and Utility 
Commissioners appealed to Presi- 
dent Wilson for the return of wire 
properties to their respective owners 
not later than June 30, 1919. 

Congress adjourned March 4, 
without taking action on the House 
Post Office Committee’s resolution to 
return telephone properties to their 
owners on December 31, 1919. 


On March 22, 1919, A. F. Adams 
was appointed by Postmaster Gen- 
eral Burleson to supersede the offi- 
cers and take over the operations of 
the Postal Telegraph Cable Co., it 
being alleged that the officers of 
Postal had failed to carry out the 
orders and instructions of the Post- 
master General. 

On April 9, 1919, the Postmasier 
General issued an order authorizing 
Class D companies — those whose 
gross revenues did not exceed 
$10,000 per annum—to manage and 
operate their companies free of fed- 
eral supervision under the following 
conditions: 

(1) They were not to construct any 
lines parallel to or to duplicate lines of 
any other company. 

(2) Each company was to collect 
the service connection and other 
charges theretofore specified as well as 
toll rates. 

(3) Each company when required 
was to adopt any future orders issued 
by the Postmaster General. 

(4) Each company was to retain its 
gross operating revenues and pay all 
operating expenses. 

(5) Acceptance of license to act as 
a waiver of any claim against the gov- 
ernment for compensation. 

(6) The license was subject to can- 
cellation on 30 days’ notice. 

On April 29, it was announced 
that a cable from President Wilson, 
who was then in France, approved a 
plan of the Postmaster General re- 
garding the return of communication 
properties to their owners. This 
was to be accomplished as soon as 
legislation could be secured from 
Congress to safeguard the interests 
of the owners in every way. On the 
same day, Mr. Burleson issued an 
order returning cable systems to 
their owners effective May 2, 1919. 

On May 8, 1919, the national In- 
dependent telephone association ap- 
pointed a special committee to rep- 
resent the association in all matters 
pertaining to congressional action in 
connection with telephone properties. 
The committee was as follows: G. W. 
Robinson, H. L. Reber, W. S. Vivian, 
J. B. Earle, C. Y. McVey, F. B. Mc- 
Kinnon, H. D. Critchfield, E. D. 
Schade, and H. L. Beyer. 

On May 19, 1919, at the opening 
of Congress the President’s message 
which had been cabled from France 
stated definitely that the railroad 
and wire systems would be returned 
to private control. The telegraph 
and telephone lines were to be re- 
turned to their owners as soon as 
the transfer could be effected with- 
out administrative confusion. 

In July, 1918, 100 American girls 
were serving in France as military 
telephone operators. They formed 
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what was officially known as the 
“Women’s Telephone Unit of the 
American Signal Corps.” General 
Pershing had cabled for women tele- 
phone operators who could speak 
French and English equally well, and 
100 were sent quickly out of some 
g.000 who volunteered. After the 
girls arrived in France, it was said 
that the American telephone service 
won the admiration and envy of all 
the other nations. In May, 1919, 
young American women who served 
as telephone operators in France 
returned to their homes. 

At the Great Lakes Naval Station, 
15 expert girl operators from the 
Chicago area replaced 21 yeomen, 
much to the relief of those who used 
the service. 

On June 2, 1919, the Supreme 
Court of the United States handed 
down a decision upholding the right 
of the Postmaster General to in- 
crease telephone and telegraph rates. 
The decision set aside the decree of 
the South Dakota Supreme Court 
enjoining the Dakota Central Tele- 
phone Co. and three other companies 
from increasing toll rates in compli- 
ance with the Postmaster General’s 
order of December 13, 1918. 

On June 3, 1919, the Senate Inter- 
state Commerce Committee made a 
favorable report on a bill introduced 
by Senator Kellogg of Minnesota for 
immediate return of telephone and 
telegraph wires to private owner- 
ship. Present rates were to continue 
in effect for 60 days after final 
action of Congress. 

On May 21, 1919, the board of 
directors of the United States Inde- 
pendent Telephone Association 
passed the following resolution: 
“Resolved: That the commenda- 
tion and thanks of the board be ex- 
tended to Messrs. A. F. Adams and 
F. B. MacKinnon for the able and 
loyal way they have protected the 
interests of our industry.” 

The resolution was passed at a 
meeting held in Washington where 
the directors had gone to assist in 
obtaining consideration by Con- 
gress of the resolution then before 
it, returning wire properties to 
their owners. 

On June 5, 1919, the Postmaster 
General issued an order providing 
that all telephone and telegraph 
properties taken over by the Presi- 
dent under authority of the resolu- 
tion of Congress approved July 16, 
1918, would hereafter be operated 
and managed by their owners dur- 
ing the remainder of the federal 
control period, free from direct 
federal operation upon the follow- 
ing conditions: 


JANUARY 10, 1942 


Request literature and 
prices TODAY! 


LINE MATERIAL 
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BOLTS BRACES 
HOUSE and POLE BRACKETS 
TRANSPOSITION BRACKETS 
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—provides the latest improvements in 
indoor station protection. Its design 
simplicity and one-piece construction 
eliminates the need for asbestos mats 
and facilitates mounting. Base is low 
absorption porcelain. Reliable  self- 
cleaning discharge blocks drain static 
discharges without leaving line 
grounded. Fuse clips and binding 
posts are treated to prevent season 
cracking and to retard corrosion. Avail- 
able with No. 55 or No. 77 fuses as 
specified. Approved by Fire Under- 
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on every piece. The clamps clamp 
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smoothly and easily, the braces really 
brace. 


So, when you buy L-M hardware 
you buy satisfaction, reliability, long- 
life and, consequently, economy. 
Specify L-M—you'll like the results! 
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(1) Contracts between companies 
and the government fixing compensa- 
tion for the use of any system were to 
remain in effect until the termination 
of the period of control. 


(2) Companies with compensation 
contracts were to continue to collect 
service connection and other charges. 


The board in charge of the opera- 
tion of telephone service under fed- 
eral control was relieved of its duties 
and ordered to complete or refer to 
the proper persons all pending mat- 
ters and to submit a full report of 
all its proceedings, and a statement 
of all expense incurred by the board 
during its existence and thereupon 
to dissolve not later than June 14, 
1919. 


On July 11, President Wilson 
signed a bill repealing the act by 
which the federal government took 
control of telephone and telegraph 
properties during the war. The 
wire properties were to be turned 
back to their owners at midnight, 
July 31, 1919. 

So ended the experiment of gov- 
ernment operation of wire com- 
munications. All rates and charges 
established by the Postmaster Gen- 
eral prior to June 6 were to con- 
tinue in effect for a period of four 
months after July 31, unless sus- 
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pended or modified by state com- 
missions or municipal authorities 
having jurisdiction. 

On July 30, 1919, Postmaster 
General Burleson issued an order 
instructing telephone and telegraph 
companies to close their books as of 
July 31, and to submit a full report 
to Wm. H. Lamar, chairman of the 
finance committee of the wire con- 
trol board, with instructions to 
companies with compensation 
agreements having an excess above 
the compensation allowed to trans- 
mit such excess with a statement of 
account within five days after as- 
certaining the amount due. All 
companies whose compensation had 
not been fixed were requested to 
take up the matter with Mr. Lamar 
so that the Postmaster General 
might make his report to Congress 
on the operation of various wire 
systems on or before November 1, 
1919, as required by law. 
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A "Telephone" Watch 

A new lapel watch displayed in some 
jewelry stores is set in a case which 
is a replica of a modern telephone. 
The face of the watch corresponds to 
the dial and the “telephone” is equipped 
with a removable receiver. 
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Because Amertel high 
tensile strength line wire 
can be used in longer 
spans, it is the choice of 
economy-minded operat- 


ing men everywhere. 


Next time specify 
Amertel -85 or -135 
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Commissions and 
Courts 


(Continued from page 24) 





testimony offered by witnesses for the 
telephone company. M. R. Cahoon, Jr., 
one of the company’s rate engineers, 
testified that other cities in the Moun- 
tain States district set up boundaries 
for their exchanges. He named Phoenix 
and Albuquerque as two points in 
which rate boundaries are set up out- 
side the immediate exchange area such 
as is done in El Paso. 


— 


Rate Revisions Asked 
At Pender, Neb. 

The Northwestern Bell Telephone 
Co. has applied to the Nebraska State 
Railway Commission for authority to 
increase rates at its Pender exchange, 
in the northeastern part of the state. 

Individual business net rates will be 
increased from $3.50 a month to $4.00 
and residence from $2.25 to $2.50; two- 
party business from $3.00 to $3.50 and 
residence from $1.75 to $2.00, with 
four-party service at $1.75 a month 
being added. Eighty per cent of the 
218 subscribers consented to the peti- 
tion being granted without a hearing 
on condition that the _ service be 
changed from magneto to dial common 
battery. 

The company proposes erecting a 
new $35,000 exchange building. Town 
stations number 241 and rural 41, with 
174 being switched for farm companies. 


— 


Coastal Radiotelephone 
Station for St. Louis 

The Federal Communications Com- 
mission on December 16 granted a con- 
struction permit to the Radiomarine 
Corp. of America for a coastal harbor 
radiotelephone station at St. Louis, 
Mo., to serve vessels on the Mississippi 
and Missouri rivers. 


— 3. 


Illinois Commission 
Suspends Rate Petition 

The Illinois Commerce Commission 
announced from Springfield recently 
that “suspended to April 7, 1942, was 
the effective date of proposed higher 
rates for Illinois Bell Telephone Co. 
service at Lockport, Joliet and Plain- 
field.” 

Local officials explained the order 
as affecting some ten or twelve tele- 
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phone customers in areas where the 
boundary lines were so close they have 
been relieved from paying tolls. 

The proposed order would place these 
cus‘omers on the same level with all 
other telephone users in the area, and 
subiect to the toll rates. 


— oa 


Illinois Commission O.K.'s 
Sale of Telephone Property 

In an order issued recently at Spring- 
field, the Illinois Commerce Commission 
authorized the Illinois Bell Telephone 
Co. to purchase all telephone property, 
rights of way and franchises in Boone, 
Winnebago and McHenry counties of 
the Wisconsin Telephone Co. for 


$45,700. 
vv 


New Basis of Compensation 
For Oklahoma Exchanges 

The Oklahoma Corporation Commis- 
sion, on December 22, approved agree- 
ments between the Southwestern Bell 
Telephone Co., and a number of con- 
necting telephone company exchanges, 
changing the basis of toll compensa- 
tion. 


In these cases the commission found 
that the present basis of toll compen- 
sation has in certain instances resulted 
in an inequitable division of such 
revenues. The old basis in such cases 
gave no consideration to the varying 
types of services performed by Inde- 
pendent companies by reason of dif- 
ferent methods of handling toll 
business. 

The new basis applies only to com- 
panies which are parties to agree- 
ments approved in the commission 
journal entry. For all other companies 
the old basis of compensation remains 
in force and cannot be changed except 
upon approval of the corporation com- 
mission. 

The commission also found that the 
new schedules result in increased com- 
pensation for the companies involved 
in the agreements. 


— 


Southwestern Bell To Serve 
Okiahoma Munitions Plant 

Exclusive right to furnish exchange 
and toll service to the $51,000,000 
smokeless powder plant to be operated 
at Choteau, Okla., for the federal gov- 
ernment by the Oklahoma Ordnance 
Works was granted to the Southwest- 
ern Bell Telephone Co., in an order 
of the Oklahoma Corporation Commis- 
sion dated December 22. 

A certificate of convenience and 
necessity was issued to the Southwest- 
ern Bell to render the service until 
either the government or the E. I. 
du Pont de Nemours Inc., interests 


JANUARY 10, 1942 


FROM ARM 10 ANCHOR 


HUBBARD ax» COMPANY 


MANUFACTURERS OF A COMPLETE LINE OF HARDWARE 
FOR TELEPHONE REQUIREMENTS SINCE 1900 








y 


{4 ESTWING 
Uy SN "TOOLS 


ONE-PIECE STEEL HEAD 
HANDLE WITH NON-SLIP « 


a > 
A NUS <4 . — 
SAFE % 


You Can Swing with Confidence 


The head of your Estwing Hammer 
won't fly off because this tool—like 
every other Estwing Tool — is 
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which own the plant, cease operations 
to supply munitions for the U. S. Army, 

The territory occupied by the project, 
which covers 6,000 acres, was served 
in part by the Southwestern Bell 
and by the Mayes County Telephone 
Co., owned and operated by Mr. and 
Mrs. J. C. Mitchell. The extensive de- 
mand for service required by the big 
war munitions plant, which will employ 
5,000 men, made it impractical for the 
Mayes County company tg give the re- 
quired service. The government there- 
fore requested that the Bell interests 
take over. 

Since the Oklahoma law and regu- 
lations of the state corporation com- 
mission prohibit a duplication of serv- 
ices within a given territory without 
a certificate of convenience and neces- 
sity and the Bell company has refused 
to invade the territory of another tele- 
phone company unless ordered to do so 
by the commission after necessity 
therefor has been shown, the hearing 
was held and the order issued. 


v WwW 


Summary of Commission 
Hearings and Rulings 
Federal Communications Commission 

December 16: American Telephone 
& Telegraph Co. (long lines dept.), 
Ocean Gate, N. J., granted extension of 
special temporary authority for point 
to point radiotelephone station at Ocean 
Gate, N. J., to communicate with the 
Companhia Portuguesa Radio Marconi, 
Lisbon, Portugal, authority not to con- 
tinue beyond March 25, 1942. 

December 19: Pacific Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. granted authority to 
supplement existing facilities between 
Victoria and Friday Harbor in San 
Juan county, Washington. 

December 23: American Telephone 
& Telegraph Co. and Southern Bell 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. granted 
authority to supplement existing facili- 
ties between Atlanta, Ga., and Jack- 
sonville, Fla., at a cost of $4,230,000. 

December 23: American Telephone 
& Telegraph Co., Diamond State Tele- 
phone Co. and Chesapeake & Poto- 
mac Telephone Co. of Baltimore City 
granted authority to supplement exist- 
ing facilities between Philadelphia and 
Baltimore. 

December 23: F. D. Tellwright 
granted authority to hold positions as 
first vice president and director of the 
Pacific Telephone & Telegraph Co., 
Southern California Telephone Co. and 
Bell Telephone Co. of Nevada. 

December 26: American Telephone 
& Telegraph Co. granted motion for 
an extension of time within which to 
file exceptions, memorandum briefs, 
requests for oral argument and such 
other petitions as may be necessary 
with respect to proposed findings of 
the commission in re additional charges 
to operating expense account in the 


| uniform system of accounts for tele- 


phone companies; time extended until 
March 3, 1942. 

December 26: Informal application 
filed by Southern California Telephone 
Co. to construct additional facilities be- 
tween Palmdal and Yermo, Calif. 
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for Indoor Installation 


You can get full protection 
with lower maintenance costs 
by installing the SANDS Type 
12 Indoor Protector. Its 
2105 Discharge Block is self 
grounding on heavy currents, 
and automatically resets itself 
when the current ceases. Elim- 
inates re-setting expense, and 
—best of all—you're assured 
of constant, unfailing protec- 
tion. Put Type 12 at the top 
of your next supply order. 


“UL" stamped on the case means 
listed by Underwriters’ Laboratories, 
Inc., as meeting their requirements 
for such use. 
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December 26: Informal application 
filed by Mountain States Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. to supplement existing 
facilities between Casper and Douglas, 
Wyo., and between Butte and White- 
hall, Mont. 

December 26: Informal application 
filed by Southern Bell Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. to supplement existing 
facilities between Ball Ground and 
Nelson, Ga., between Jasper and Elli- 
jay, Ga., and between Blue Ridge, Ga., 
and Murphy, N. C. 

December 31: Authority granted 
American Telephone & Telegraph Co., 
Indiana Bell Telephone Co. and the 
Southern Bell Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. to spend $7,260,000 to supplement 
existing facilities between Terre Haute, 
Ind., and Atlanta, Ga. Authority also 
granted A. T. & T. and Southern Bell 
to spend $512,000 to supplement exist- 
ing facilities between Durham and 
Selma, N. C. 


California Railroad Commission 

January 12: Hearing on application 
filed by the Associated Telephone Co., 
Ltd., for authority to submit to stock- 
holders proposition of amending arti- 
cles of incorporation and issuing new 
certificates for shares of stock. 


Illinois Commerce Commission 

January 6: Hearing, on application 
of Illinois Commeree Commission (on 
its own motion) vs. Daniels Telephone 
Co., operating exchanges at Louisville 
and Xenia, concerning failure of re- 
spondent to file annual report for 1940. 

January 6: Hearing on application 
filed by Yates City-Elmwood Telephone 
Co. for consent to and approval of a 
contract covering purchase of property 
of Elmwood Telephone Exchange in 
Yates City; also for authority to op- 
erate a telephone utility in and near 
Yates City and Elmwood, and for au- 
thority to issue $40,000 of its first 
mortgage 4 per cent bonds. 


Indiana Public Service Commission 

November 18: Authority granted 
W. W. Thomas to convey, transfer and 
assign to Thomas Telephone Corp. all 
of the telephone properties operated by 
him as an individual at Fillmore, Put- 
namville and Eminence and to issue 
1,000 shares of no par value common 
stock in payment thereof. 

Thomas Telephone Corp., Cloverdale 
Telephone Co., Bainbridge Telephone 
Co. and Roachdale Telephone Co., Inc., 
authorized to merge into Indiana Mid- 
land Telephone Corp. and this corpora- 
tion authorized to issue 500 shares of 
its no par value common stock to the 
stockholders of the constituent corpo- 
rations. 

The Indiana Midland corporation was 
authorized to issue first mortgage serial 
bonds in the principal amount of $30,- 
000 to be sold at no less than par and 
accrued interest and the funds realized 
from such sale to be used for acquisi- 
tion of property and construction and 
imnrovements. 

The Cloverdale company was author- 
ized to extend its facilities into the 
town of Quincy. 


Missouri Public Service Commission 
January 3: Order entered in com- 
plaint of Garrett Walsh and Arthur 
Riley vs. Central Missouri Telephone 
Co. and Southwestern Bell Telephone 
Co. 


December 29: Authority granted 
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— grounds, crosses, 
opens, arrester faults, 
high resistance joints — all 
are easier to track down with 
the West Test Set. 


It is ruggedly built to with- 
stand the abuse of outdoor 
use. Simple and reliable to 
operate, and perfect results 
are secured even in the hands 
of an inexperienced oper- 
ator. By its use the direction 
and location of any line fault 
can be positively determined 
without opening any lines or 
interfering with busy circuits. 


The West Test Set makes 
your lineman's work more 
productive because he spends 
less time “hunting.” Price 
with metal case $40.00; with 
leather case, $42.50. 

f.o.b. Chicago 
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Cass County Telephone Co. to file 
schedule of rates for service at Pleas- 
ant Hill. 


Nebraska State Railway Commission 


December 29: Application filed by 
Northwestern Bell Telephone Co. for 
authority to increase rates at its 
Pender exchange upon changing service 
from magneto to dial common battery. 


New York Public Service Commission 
January 5: Hearing at New York 
in proceeding on motion of commission 
as to the provisions of the tariff sched- 
ules of New York Telephone Co. gov- 
erning the leasing of wires between 
intercommunicating systems and prac- 
tices of the company in installing and 
maintaining these systems. 

January 5: Hearing at New York 
concerning rates, charges, rules, regu- 
lations and practices of New York 
Telephone Co. in respect to cable-carry- 
ing charges. 

January 5: Hearing at New York 
concerning certain changes in the 
tariffs of New York Telephone Co. 


Ohio Public Utilities Commission 

December 30: Authority granted 
Ohio Central Telephone Corp. to file 
revised schedules for the Wooster, 
Smithville, Shreve, Apple Creek and 
Fredericksburg exchanges, the latter 
to become effective upon the cutting in 
of automatic equipment, at the follow- 
ing rates: 

Business independent line, $5.50; 
business two-party, $4.50; business 
rural, $4.00. Residence independent, 
$3.50; residence four-partv, $2.50; resi- 
dence rural, $2.50. 

December 30: Authority granted 
Ohio Associated Telephone Co. to can- 
cel unused tariffs for service stations 
in its Greencamp, Morral, Spencerville, 
Sylvania, Waldo, Marion and Garretts- 
ville exchanges, and for Class B non- 
multiple cord switchboard of 50-line 
tvpe in its Bryan exchange. Other 
changes authorized include standardi- 
zation of extra mileage charges in the 
above named exchanges, except in 
Bryan and Garrettsville the establish- 
ment of two-party line service. 

December 30: Authority granted 
the Ohio Bell Telephone Co. to revise 
boundaries of Bloomingburg base rate 
area to exclude undeveloped territory 
and of its Milledgeville base rate area 
to add territory, where demand has 
arisen for base rate area service. 

December 30: With a preservation 
to the parties of the right to agree 
upon changes not resulting in changes 
in the toll rates to the public or the 
adoption of new methods or practices 
detrimental to the service, authority 
was granted the Ohio Bell Telephone 
Co. with several connecting telephone 
companies to file new traffic toll agree- 
ments. 


Wisconsin Public Service Commission 
January 6: Hearing at Madison on 
investigation of refusal by Wisconsin 


| Telephone Co. to extend service from 
| its Appleton exchange to William Al- 


brecht. 


January 8: Hearing at Madison on 
application filed by Farmer’s Telephone 


Co. of Grantsburg for authority to in- | 


crease rates for switched line com- 


| panies. 


TOOLS 


HE CAN TRUST 





HEN youare up ona pole—with fifty 

feet ofair between youand the ground 
—that’s when quality in equipment counts 
—when the quality of the job you do— your 
safety—your life itself depends upon the 
tools and equipment you use. It’s on the 
basis of quality and safety first that public 
utilities—large industrial plants—skilled 
workmen everywhere —have chosen Kleins 


as their standard—since 1857. 


Your copy of the Klein 
Pocket Tool Guide will 
be sent on request. 


ASK YOUR SUPPLIER 
Foreign Distributor: 
International Standard Electric Corp., New York 


Mathias KEIN & Sons 


200 Belmont Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 
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E 


GOING! 


OMMUNICATION 

line breaks or crip- 
pling “shorts” can cost you 
more than a whole year’s 
scientific tree-trimming! 


Expert tree - trimming 
costs little —saves much. 
It keeps trees blameless 
in service interruptions. It 
removes one risk of sabo- 
tage from national defense 
—and an important one, 
mind you. Better look into 
this—now. 
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Telephone Service 


AS P LU N DH 
TREE EXPERT COMPANY 


HOME OFFICE—JENKINTOWN, PA., Ogontz 3750 
CHICAGO, ILL. PITTSBURGH, PA. 
Randolph 7773 Atlantic 9798 
BINGHAMTON, N. Y. WASHINGTON, D. C. 
Binghamton 4-5314 Shepherd 5249 
COLUMBUS, OHIO OMAHA, NEB. 
Adams 5432 Atlantic 8305 


ALEXANDRIA, VA. BALTIMORE, MD. 
Alexandria 3581 Glenburnie 790) 


NEW CASTLE, PA. CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 
New Castle 2285 Kirkland 5330 


RUTHERFORD, N. J. DURHAM, N. C. 
Rutherford 2-7434 Durham X5544 


TULSA, OKLA. 
Tulsa 3-0736 


UTILITY 
CONTRACTS 
EXCLUSIVELY 


Here's America’s Highly destruec- 
he-man tree——the tive electrically. 
But we can save 
your lines—and 
the white oaks, 


proud white oak. 
Highly useful 


commercially. 
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DCB Places Radios on 
Ships Under Navy 


Under the authority given to the De- 
fense Communications Board by the 
Presidential executive order of Decem- 
ber 10, the board issued its first order 
prescribing that all ship radio stations 
and facilities shall be subject to use, 
control, supervision, inspection, or 
closure by the Navy Department. 


Under this order the Secretary of the 
Navy will issue regulations to carry 
out this authority as he may deem 
necessary for the national security and 
defense and the successful conduct of 
the war. 

It should be understood in connection 
with this order that the rules and regu- 
lations of the Federal Communications 
Commission, covering ship radio serv- 
ice, will continue in effect except in 
those cases where such rules may be 
in conflict with the regulations pre- 
scribed by the Secretary of the Navy. 
Attention is called to FCC Rule 2.93 
adopted December 9, 1941, which reads 
as follows: 


“2.93 National defense-naval instruc- 
tions regarding ship radio service: No 
provision of the Commission’s Rules 
and Regulations shall, in time of war, 
prevent the master of any vessel of the 
United States from taking any action 
whatsoever in regard to the radio in- 
stallation, the operators, the transmis- 
sion and receipt of messages, and the 
radio service of the ship whenever in 
his discretion such action is necessary 
to carry out the instructions of U. S. 
Naval control officers and other instruc- 
tions issued by the Navy Department.” 


Text of the DCB Order No. 1 is as 
follows: 


“WHEREAS, The Defense Communica- 
tions Board has by the Executive Order 
of December 10, 1941, been authorized. 
if the national security and defense and 
the successful conduct of the war so 
demand, to prescribe classes and types 
of radio stations and facilities or por- 
tions thereof which shall be subject to 
use, control, supervision, inspection, or 
closure, in accordance with such pre- 
scription, by the Department of War, 
Department of Navy, or other agency 
of the United States Government, 
designated by the Board; 

“AND WHEREAS The Defense Com- 
munications Board has determined that 
the national security and defense and 
the successful conduct of the war so 
demand; 

“Now, THEREFORE, by virtue of au- 
thority vested in the Board under the 
aforementioned Executive Order, the 
Board hereby directs that all radio 
stations and facilities aboard all ves- 
sels, as defined in Title 1, Section 3, of 
the United States Code, domestic and 
foreign, within the jurisdiction of the 
United States shall be subject to such 
use, control, supervision, inspection, or 
closure by the Navy Department in ac- 
cordance with the terms of the said 
Executive Order as may be deemed 
necessary for the national security and 
defense and the successful conduct of 








MAINTENANCE 
with COFFING Tools 


is the safest and most economical way. 
More than 86% of all the telephone 
companies in the United States, who are 
using Coffing tools, appreciate this fact. 


SAFETY-PULL HOIST 
Coffing's "Safety-Pull"” Ratch- 
et Lever Hoist is indispensa- 
ble for pulling 


guys, changing insulators, 


overhead 


stringing underground cables, 
etc. 

¥% to 15 tons; 
weighing from 14 to 150 Ibs. 


Capacities 


COFFING LOAD 
BINDERS 


For booming poles, logs, pipes, 
etc., the Coffing Load Binder is 
the safest and most powerful 
boomer on the market today. 
The Model A weighs only 11'/ 
Ibs., and will boom a load of 
4,000 Ibs. The Model F boomer 
weighs 24 lIbs., and will boom 
a load of 6,000 Ibs. 


TEMPORARY GUY CLAMP 


Coffing Guy 
Clamps are built 
on the vise princi- 


ple, with vise screw 

enclosed in a steel 
magazine. They have a 
very powerful grip, are 
easy to handle. An auto- 
matic grip placed on one 
end permits necking as 
close to the pole as de- 
sired without slipping. 
Weight 3!/2 Ibs. 


POWER PIKE POLE [| 


This item is entirely new in the ' 
Coffing line of utility tools. It 
is built of two pieces of gal- 
vanized pipe which telescope. 
Power is obtained from a 
"Safety-Pull"” Hoist, or a Coffing 
Load Binder. Used for straight- 
ening leaning poles, one man 
can do the work of 6 men. 


8'-2"; maxi- 
Weighs only 32 





Minimum height, 
mum I1'-7", 


Ibs. 





Carried in stock by . 











The MARK 
of QUALITY 


IN REBUILDING 


SERVICE 


This Magneto 
DESK STAND 


and 


RINGER BOX 
for $7.75 


plus your old equipment 


Do you have one or more old 
magneto desk stand telephones 
and ringer boxes? Send them 
to us. 


For only $7.75 we'll make them 
like new again. Skilled crafts- 
men strip them to the frame— 
then carefully rebuild them, re- 
placing all worn or defective 
parts. 

The benefits of this valuable 
service—one of the many serv- 
ices offered to Independent 
Companies by Automatic Elec- 
tric—can be yours even if you 
have no equipment to send in. 
We ship, from stock, AR tele- 
phones that perform and look 
like new. Ask us for prices and 
complete information. 


Distributors in U. S$. and Possessions: 
AMERICAN AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC 
SALES COMPANY 
1033 West Van Buren Street, Chicago, U.S.A. 
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the war by the Secretary of the Navy, 
under such regulations as he may 
prescribe. 

“Subject to such further order as the 
Board may deem appropriate.” 


— = 


Radiotelegraph Service From 
Honolulu to Chungking, China 


The Federal Communications Com- 
mission has granted permission to the 
Mackay Radio & Telegraph Co. to oper- 
ate direct radiotelegraph service be- 
tween its stations at Honolulu, Hawaii, 
and the stations of the Chinese govern- 
ment at Chungking, capital of National 
China, according to an announcement 
by Admiral Luke McNamee, president 
of Mackay Radio. 

This Hawaii routing assures con- 
tinuous communication between all 
parts of the United States and Na- 
tional China regardless of conditions in 
the Philippine Islands, Admiral McNa- 
mee said. 

Mackay Radio operates direct radio- 
telegraph circuits to Honolulu from 
both New York and San Francisco 
(TELEPHONY, December 27, page 23). 


vr 


RFC Establishes New 
War Insurance Unit 

Operating procedure of the new War 
Insurance Corporation, which has been 
established by the Reconstruction Fi- 
nance Corporation to reimburse Ameri- 
can companies and citizens for damage 
to their property caused by enemy mili- 
tary attacks, is being formed. 

The insurance corporation, capital- 
ized at $100,000,000, also covers such 
losses in the Hawaiian Islands, Philip- 
pines Islands, Puerto Rico and the 
Virgin Islands. 
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Telephone Industry Saves 
Strategic Defense Materials 


Results of the telephone industry’s 
search for materials to replace those 
urgently needed for war manufacture 
are graphically demonstrated in an ex- 
hibit now making a tour through Bell 
System buildings. 

Among the replacements represented 
in the exhibit are 26 for aluminum 
alone, ranging from the use of plastic 
for aluminum casting in one type of 
telephone set, releasing 222,000 pounds 
of aluminum a year for war manufac- 
ture, to the use of steel for aluminum 
in the handle of telephone test sets, 
resulting in a saving of 150 pounds 
yearly. 

Illustrated are replacements for 
nickel, zinc, magnesium, crude. rubber, 
phenol varnish, and silk, in addition 
to aluminum. The displays show the 
use of alternate materials in small as 


Speed and ease of installation are 
features that crews and engineers 
appreciate in Everstick Anchors. 
Nut housing locks, anchor firmly on 
rod — entire unit is installed and 
expanded in a minimum of time. 


Write for new bulletin. 


EVERSTICK ANCHOR CO. 
FAIRFIELD, IOWA 





Keep Going With 


Suttle Service* 


*See Suttle Catalog 














VERY day in a normal 
exchange some part of some telephone 
goes bad.’ With new telephones re- 
stricted it will be worse. But a good 
stock of used parts—ringers, transmit- 
ters, receivers, coils—remanufactured 
by Suttle, will enable you to make 
“bang-up" dependable repairs that 
will stay fixed. 


Do It The Easy Way! 


Send your old paris to 


SUTTLE EQUIPMENT CO. 


LAWRENCEVILLE ILLINOIS 
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We Make Move 
Y iffevent 
Beller 
Jleasonally Priced 
TELEPHONE 
DIRECTORIES 


than any ¢ ther printer 


RI. LonnelleyY.Sons 
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Zo é pa ond Ht, Chicago 








A ~~ aah aah ahah ab ~~ ~~~ 
MTNA ONION an 


Reasons enough for 
specifying -«+-« 


CHANCE STEEL 
EXPANDING ANCHORS 


© Equal power distribution 
e Extra area in solid earth 
® No disconnecting arms 

© No breakage 

® Destructible nut retainer 
® Easy installation 

© Easy expansion 


A-B-CHANCE CO- 


CENTRALIA MISSOURI 
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well as large equipment items. West- 
ern Electric alone saves 1,300 pounds 
of aluminum yearly by replacing alu- 
minum in a small gong with steel, 
35,600 pounds of phenol varnish by 
replacing phenol fibre with enameled 
steel in the telephone booth “kick 
plate.” 

The displays are based on statistics 
as of October 1, 1941, at which time 
the Western Electric Co. was saving 
strategic materials at the following 
yearly rates: aluminum, 1,763,000 lbs. 
(enough to build more than 290 aver- 
age combat planes); zinc, 4,305,600 
Ibs.; nickel, 244,200 lbs.; magnesium, 
9,700 lbs.; crude rubber, 787,800 Ibs.; 
phenol varnish, 177,100 lbs.; silk, 460,- 
020 Ibs. 
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20,000 Government Workers 
Take Telephone Course 

Realizing the major necessity of cor- 
rect telephone usage to carry on the 
volume of government defense business, 
federal executives have sought the as- 
sistance of the Chesapeake & Potomac 
Telephone Co. in devising a method of 
training government workers to use the 
telephone more effectively. A compre- 
hensive training program (TELEPHONY, 
January 3, page 14) was started, and 
during the past year, this program has 
been extended to approximately 20,000 
government employes. 

Among the agencies where this train- 
ing activity has been carried on are the 
Social Security Board, Federal Hous- 
ing, Department of Agriculture, War 
and Navy Departments, OPM, OPA, 
Postoffice Department, Department of 
Commerce, Census Bureau, Weather 
Bureau, FWA _ and 
Interior. 

A recent development has been the 
interest of secretarial schools in demon- 
strating the principles of the govern- 
ment telephone training system to their 
students. Strayer College in Washing- 
ton, D. C., is believed to be the first 
educational institution in the country 
to have a demonstration of the use of 
the mirrorphone for the benefit of 
secretarial students. 


Department of 


— 


Aeronautics Body Requests 
Telephone Cooperation 

Secretary George M. Kloidy of the 
Nebraska Telephone Association has 
been asked by Hugh W. Cargo, engi- 
neer for the state railway commission, 
to inform the association’s member 
companies that consideration be given 
to location of airports and landing 
fields when routing 
lines. 


communication 


Mr. Cargo says that overhead wire 
lines in their vicinity are not desirable 
because of the potential hazard to air 
transportation. 


"$PEED-POINT " 
BOLTS 





“Speed-Point” Bolts drive 
faster, speed-up threading-on. 
step-up assembly schedules 
and save money on salvage 
work, too. You can get prompt 
delivery on Oliver “Speed- 
Point” Bolts from leading 
electrical supply jobbers in 
principal cities. 


Troy AND STEPS 


. 1894 
Since 
Hardware 
Makers of Pole Line v 
7 





These are the sales representatives and some of the executives of the A. B. Chance Co., Centralia, Mo., as they assembled for a four-day sales meeting to 


study business conditions, priorities, etc. 


Standing from left to right they are: JACK MUSGROVE, D. E. ARGO, E. W. OBER, J. C. BLANTON, W. A. 


MOSS, O. E. WALKER, N. A. TOALSON, G. M. HUGHES, E. D. THATCHER and H. A. HOUSTON. Seated: V. E. COE, D. C. HUBBARD, STUART WALTERS, 


J. S. CURTWRIGHT (foreground), E. G. RYMAN, J. T. ISBELL, F. G. CHANCE, O. G. ANDERSON (foreground), J. 


Telephone Network Sought 
To Protect Ohio Industries 

Protection of Ohio’s industrial plants 
through a telephone network embracing 
a dozen or more distribution centers 
and linking air raid protection units 
was considered at a recent meeting held 
by Governor John W. Bricker. 

The preliminary plan for telephone 
protection was explained by Randolph 
Eide, president, Ohio Bell Telephone 
Co., to Adj. Gen. Whittier S. Bird of 
the State Guard; Col. Lynn Black, 
superintendent, state highway patrol; 
Col. Parker Hitt, Fifth Corps Area 
Signal Officer; Dr. R. H. Markwith, 
state health and Courtney 
Burton, director, state de- 


director, 
executive 
fense council. 

Mr. Eide raid warnings 
for Ohio will be flashed from the army 
interceptor command in Detroit with 
the possible exception of the Youngs- 


stated air 


town area. Warnings will go first to 
points and from _ there 
would be transmitted to fire wardens, 


physicians, hospital units and others. 


distribution 


Each community will have a report 
center through which all air raid in- 
formation will clear and from which 
all emergency defense units will op- 
erate. A definite plan of action will 
be drawn up. 
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N. Y. Station Broadcasts 
Latin American News 

A daily broadcast of news from the 
Latin American nations was started in 
New York on December 29 by the In- 
ternational Telephone & Telegraph 
Corp. The program is called I. T. & T. 
Good Neighbor News and may be heard 
over New York radio station WABC, 
Monday through Friday, 6:10-6:15 


36 


MUSGROVE 


P. M. The news will be supplied and 
prepared for broadcast by the Associ- 
ated Press. 

In announcing the broadcast, Frank 
C. Page, vice president of I. T. & T., 
said that program had been 
under consideration for some time but 
that the coming of war and the great 
additional importance which that lends 
to daily occurrences in the Latin Amer- 
ican nations, arrangements. 
Mr. Page stated also that this was a 
“round-trip affair” inasmuch as 
I. T. & T. has been handling since last 
spring nightly 
broadcasts 


such a 


hastened 


world news 
radiotelephone 
South 


15-minute 
over the 
channels for 
America sponsorship of the 
American chambers of commerce in 
Buenos Aires, Montevideo and La Paz. 

Associated companies of the I. T. & T. 


re-broadeast in 
under 


R. RICE, C. L. CLARK and C. C, 


operate the principal cable system be- 
tween the Americas, operate more than 
half of all the telephones south of the 
United States and supply approxi- 
mately 75 per cent of the telephone 
equipment and supplies used in Latin 
America by its own companies, govern- 
ment administrations and 
munication systems. 


other com- 


A similar Good Neighbor News pro- 
gram is sponsored by the I. T. & T. 
Radio Station WJSV, Washing- 
ton, D. C., also from 6:10 to 6:15 each 
evening 


over 


with news prepared by the 
United Press Association. 
vv 


A new common battery switchboard 
and associated equipment is scheduled 
to replace the old magneto equipment 
at the Waterloo (Ill.) exchange of the 
Harrisonville Telephone Co. 





Minnesota Telephone Associa- 
tion, Radisson Hotel, Minneapolis, 


January 27, 28 and 29. 
Texas 


Hotel Adolphus, 
18, 19 and 20, 


Association, 


Dallas, March 


Telephone 


Kansas Telephone Association, 
Hotel Jayhawk, Topeka, April 2 
and 3. 


lowa Independent Telephone 
Association, Hotel Ft. Des Moines, 
Des Moines, April 7, 8 and 9. 

Nebraska Telephone Associa- 
tion, Hotel Paxton, Omaha, April 
14 and 15. 


Ohio 


Association, 


Independent Telephone 


Deshler- Wallick 





COMING CONVENTIONS 


Hotel, Columbus, April 21 and 22. 


Indiana Telephone Association, 
Claypool Hotel, Indianapolis, May 
6 and 7. 


Illinois Telephone Association, 


Pere Marquette Hotel. Peoria, 


May 12 and 13. 


Pennsylvania Independent Tele- 
phone Association, Sterling Hotel, 
Wilkes-Barre, May 21, 22 and 23. 


New York State Telephone As- 
sociation, Hotel Syracuse, 


York, May 25, 26 and 27. 


New 


Missouri Telephone Associa- 
Muehlebach Hotel, Kansas 
November 16, 17 and 18. 


tion, 
City, 
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Copperweld Honors 
25-Year Service Men 

That business has its not-so-grim 
moments was recently proven when the 
Copperweld Steel Co., Glassport, Pa., 
held a dinner in Pittsburgh, honoring 


President S. E. BRAMER of Copperweld cuts 

first piece from the large cake designed in the 
shape of the company's trademark. The six 25- 
year Copperwelders honored for their. service are: 
Standing (left to right) G. F. BAIN, SR.; Secre- 
tary F. R. S. KAPLAN; MR. BRAMER; Toastmaster 
W. J. McILVANE. Seated (left to right) MICHAEL 
SHYOSKY, SR.; CARMEN FORGIONE and M. A. 

THIEM. 


its president, S. E. Bramer; secretary, 
F. R. S. Kaplan; George F. Bain; Car- 
Forgione; M. A. Thiem, and 
Michael Shyosky, Sr. The occasion was 
the first presentation of 25-year serv- 
ice pins to Copperweld employes. The 
toastmaster of the evening was W. J. 
Mcllvane, general manager of sales. 


men 





dependable 


Cedar Poles 
MICHIGAN POLE & TIE CO. 


NEWBERRY—GRAND RAPIDS 
MICHIGAN 











POLES 





B. J. Carney & Co., 100 N. 7th St., 
Minneapolis, Minn.—Western red cedar 
poles. Pentrex Butt Treated or Plain. 








_C. M. Christiansen Co., Phelps, Wis.— 
Northern White Cedar Poles. plain or 
butt treated. Quotations on request. 








_ International Creosoting and Construc- 

tion Co., Galveston, Texas.—Creosoted 
Southern Yellow Pine Poles. Plants: 
Beaumont and Texarkana, Texas. 








MacGillis & Gibbs Company, Milwau- 
kee, Wis.—Northern White and Western 
Red Cedar Poles. Plain or butt-treated. 
Immediate quotations on request. 








T. M. Partridge Lumber Co., Minne- 
apolis, Minn.—Northern White—Western 
Red Cedar Poles. Plain or butt-treated. 








Valentine Clark Corporation, 2516 Dos- 
well Ave., St. Paul, Minn.—Finished 
Cedar Poles. IlI'lain or butt-treated. 
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Present at the dinner were the entire 
sales forces of the Warren, Ohio 
and Glassport divisions of the Copper- 
weld company, board of directors, ad- 
ministrative officers and the officials of 
both mill organizations. 
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Southern Bell Holds 
First Aid Classes 

Practical first aid courses are being 
given 2,534 telephone women employes 
by the Southern Bell Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. in nine southern states 
served by the company—Alabama, 
Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
North Carolina, Mississippi, South 
Carolina and Tennessee. 

The classes are organized on a volun- 
tary basis and the standard American 
Red Cross course is taught. This 
course is designed to prepare the 
women for possible emergencies and to 
teach them the elements of first aid 
for use in their everyday living. 

The course involves 20 hours of in- 
struction, usually two hours a week. 
The telephone company furnishes meet- 
ing places, necessary literature 
first-aid materials. 


and 
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Operators of the Chinese telephone 
exchange in San Francisco, Calif., 
that gives service to Chinatown resi- 
dents, are required to know English, 
five different Chinese dialects and to 
memorize the 2,300 
scribers. 


Role} it 


ADVERTISING CO. 


numbers of sub- 


A SALES/ORGANIZATION 


That Has Never Failed to 

Produce More Net Revenue 

(All Costs Considered) for 

Telephone Companies Served. 
tf INTERESTED in more net 


telephone directory revenue 
write or call at our expense. 


LOOMIS ADVERTISING CO. 


Telephone Bidg., 

Kansas City, Mo. 
Citizens Trust Bidg., 135 So. Second St., 
Fort Wayne, ind. Philadelphia, Pa. 





ATLANTIC 
Creosoting Co., Inc., 17 Battery Pi., N. Y. C. 
Creosoted Pine Poles 
Crossarms . . Conduit 


PLANTS AND OFFICES: 
New Orleans, La. Jackson, Tenn. Boston, Mass. 
Winnfield, La. Louisville, Miss. New York, N. Y. 
Norfolk, Va. Savannah, Ga. Puiladelphia, Pa. 
Annapolis, Md. Chicago, tI. 








Consulting Telephone Engineer 
“Modernization of 
Equipment and Methods 
for Improved Service” 


GARRISON BABCOCK 
1104 Third Avenue, Seattle, Washington 








COFFEY SYSTEM 


Exclusive Teleph 
Accounting Forms for All Classes Telephone 
Companies 
CENTRAL ACCOUNTING DEPARTMENT 
Lemcke Bidg., Indianapolis 





Acc tant: 











Frank F. Fowle & Co. 


Electrical and Mechanical 
ENGINEERS 


35 East Wacker Drive CHICAGO 











ACCOUNTING 


HERDRICH and BOGGS 
Certified Public Accountants 
803 Electric Building 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 








SLOAN & COOK 


CONSULTING ENGINEERS 
120 SOUTH LA SALLE STREET 
CHICAGO 


Appraisals — Original Cost Studies 
Depreciation, Financial, and Other 
Investigations 








EMMETT D. TALBOT 


CONSULTING ENGINEER 


ENGINEERING AND OPERATION 
MANUAL AND DIAL SYSTEMS 
PROPERTY SURVEYS 
APPRAISALS AND RATE STUDIES 











1560 CuLtveR ROAD, ROCHESTER, NY. 








Js. WwW. WOPAT 


Consulting Engineer 

Telephone Engineering 

Construction Supervision 
Appraisals—Financial 
Rate Investigations 


1510 Lincoln Bank Tower Fort Wayne, Ind. 











J. G. WRAY & CO. 
TELEPHONE ENGINEERS 


Specialists in Appraisals, Rate Surveys, 
Financial Investigations, Organization, 
and Operation of Telephone Companies 


3324 Banaers Bidg., Chicago 
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Classified Section 


Rates 10 cents per word payable in advance. 
Minimum charge $2.00 for 20 words or less. 








Reconstructed Equipment 


Holtzer Cabot motor-gen. ringing machine, motor 
Feed volts D.C. operated type H. D. Gen. type 
w 


volts @ ° eee . . 

Western Elec. No. 80B ring through type repeat- 

ing coils @ - vinenneen > z ° 

Chicago Telo. & Supply Co. 5-bar hand genera- 
tors with crank & mtg. screws @ fs . 

Western Elec. No. 20 desk sets with new cabinet 

inside coancumee signal sets 4-bar 1000 or 1600 


ohm .7 -bar @ Seas ; 

Kellogg No. 2696 4-bar 1000 or 1600 ohm bdg. 
compacts @ rr 

Leich local or central battery transmitters with 
back & mouthpiece . 

Kellogg No. 41 receivers with new shell & cord @ 

Stromberg Carison No. 896 latest type compacts 
with 1000-1600 or 2500 ohm ringers 3-bar $8.75 
—4-bar $9.00—5-bar @ . 10.75 

Stromberg Carlson No. 992 desk set with inside 
connection signal set 3-bar 1000 or 1600 ohm 
ringer $8.75—4-bar $9.50—5-bar @ 

Kellogg No. 75 steel ext. belis 1000 ohm @ 2.50 
Kellogg No. 115 Grabaphone with 3 cond. cord @ 5.00 


REBUILT ELECTRIC EQUIPMENT CO. 


1934 WEST 21ST ST. CHICAGO, ILL. 


11.00 








New Style Pocket Detecto-Meters 


Voltage .0 to 1.5. 
Resistance .0 to 10,000 ohms. 


With zero adjust. 
STEWART 


$4475 se: 


Ottawa, Ill. 
WANTED TO BUY 


WANTED: Old style Western Elec- 
tric C. B. Switchboard, or parts for 
same, at once. Surplus Electric Equip- 
ment New 

















Company, Inc., tichmond, 


Indiana. 





FOR SALE 


FOR SALE OR TRADE: Small tele- 
phone exchange in good condition. 
Good rates. Would trade for larger 
exchange in Texas. J. W. Hodge, 
Milano, Texas. 


FOR SALE: One sixty-line remote 
control North Electric all-relay switch- 
board. Lima Telephone & Telegraph 
Company, Lima, Ohio. 








HELP WANTED 


WANTED: Man and wife to oper- 
ate exchanges of about 250 stations in 
tow of approximately 1,100 population 
in Southwest Missouri. Wife, an ex- 
perienced operator, husband, a com- 
bination line and troubleman, and one 
or both to have knowledge of 
accounting. Please give all 
details, references and salary accept- 
able in first letter. Missouri Telephone 
Company, Columbia, Missouri. 


some 
revenue 





i 


Ww. E. CO. 
May be used with local 
or central battery bell 
boxes. 


BELL BOXES 





A. E. CO. (Monarch) 


To be used with central For 
battery bell boxes only. 


LARGE QUANTITIES 
W. E. CO. No. 534 STEEL 
ALL TYPES MAGNETO 
Write for prices. 


BUCKEYE TELEPHONE and SUPPLY COMPANY 


COLUMBUS, OHIO 


RECONDITIONED & REFINISHED DESK STANDS 


i 


STROMBERG 


use with local or 
central battery bell 
boxes. 








Lincoln (Neb.) T. & T. Co. 
Installs Payment Depository 


The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph 
Co., Lincoln, Neb., has installed a pay- 
ment depository at the main entrance 
of its general office building for the 
convenience of the public. Due to the 


DEPOSIT 
PAYMENTS 
HERE 


A payment depository was installed by the Lincoln 

(Neb.) Telephone & Telegraph Co. at front en- 

trance of its office building for convenience of 
subscribers after office is closed 


fact that the company has joined other 
companies in attempting to 
possible sabotage of communication 
facilities, its outer are locked 
each night, thus making it necessary 
to place the depository on the outside 
of the building. Envelopes for pay- 
ments have been placed alongside the 
drop. 


prevent 


doors 


Many people who have to be at work 
at 8:00 a. m. found it impossible to get 
to the local business office to pay their 
bills, office does not 
until Different 
hours also .affected those people who 
work until as the business 
telephone office closes at 5:30 p. m. 


since the open 


8:30 a. m. business 


6:00 p. m. 


The depository has been very popu- 
lar with these patrons, as well as with 
those who forget to pay their bills un- 
til late in the evening of the day their 
discount expires. These people now find 
it possible to drive downtown at any 
hour of the evening and make their 
payment—thus avoiding the penalty. 


vr wW 


Obituary 

D. C. WENKLE, 64 years old, who 
had connected with telephone 
companies for 35 years at the time of 
his retirement in 1936, died December 
24, at his home in Clarksville, Mo. 
Mr. Wenkle entered the employ of the 
Buffum Telephone Co. at Louisiana, 
Mo., June 1, 1901. Early in 1902, he 
assisted in installation of the local ex- 
change at Clarksville, Mo., and on May 
26, 1902, was transferred to that town 
as manager, later taking over the serv- 
ice end exclusively. 


been 


TELEPHONY 





